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 Successful Community Forest projects require significant
commitments on the part of the community.

 Community involvement should not be a distraction but
should be encouraged.

 Community Forests secure the rights to an important
access at the local level so that decisions about how the
land will be managed can be made within the
community.

 Most of the projects as initiated and managed by
volunteers within the community. The community must
make some degree of financial commitment, and the
community is responsible for the long-term stewardship
of the resource. This requires "readiness and interest" on
the part of the people within the community.

 Individual or a group of individuals in the community
needs to provide leadership and vision. This person or
group should be well respected and have the interest,
capacity, and stamina to promote and shepherd the
project and to galvanize resources. Communities need
access and a good local person or group because "it
has to matter to someone there."

Updates – Powder Mill Snowmobile Club

https://vtcommunityforestry.org/resources/vermont-town-forest-stewardship-guide
https://vtcommunityforestry.org/resources/vermont-town-forest-stewardship-guide


Congratulations! The selection committee has 
reviewed all applications for Federal Fiscal Year 2022 
Recreational Trails Program grants and your 
application was selected for funding. There is a 
stipulation that your organization check with DES for 
any further permitting that may be necessary for this 
project. They are aware there was a SPN permit 
submitted with this application. They want to ensure 
that there are no additional permits required. Please 
submit any email correspondence with DES to 
confirm this.

Please reply to this email if your organization accepts 
these funds.

This is NOT a notice to proceed. There are many 
more reviews that need completion. Estimated time 
for funds available will be June 2022. So please stand 
by for now. The next review will be with Division of 
Historic Resources at the end of September. If they 
have any questions or stipulations about your project I 
will notify you.

Updates – Powder Mill Snowmobile Club



Updates – Status of 2021 
Trail work

• Rattlesnake trail completed 
connecting the Merrymeeting Rd 
parking to Lake Trail & Corridor 22

• Map shows existing public trail 
network
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Updates – NRCS funding
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Funding from 2022-2024

Includes the following:
• Improvements to access roads and 

woods roads
• Vegetative erosion 

control/seeding/mulching
• Early successional habitat/beech 

control with brontosaurus
• Forest stand improvement
• Water control structures (TBD based 

on design by NRCS engineers)



Planned work remaining 
for 2021

• Birch Ridge Trail – including 
workshop

• Update to kiosk map

• Events
• Foliage walk (SELT)
• Hawk Watch (MMRG)

Birch Ridge Trail
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Equestrian Use 
of Trails
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2022 – Discussion for work 
plan/budgeting
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plan/budgeting



Every year I pull sleds out of water somewhere.
Trying to move trails to dry ground when possib  



• Can we do a test run to see if there is any
• interests in a cross-country ski trail?
• We have a 4-foot groomer with a plow.
• We have a light weight 4-foot drag.
• It would take less than a day to make

• a ¾ mile trail as it is 95% there.
• 4. No cost to SELT.
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Fireworks at the cabin, is there support from the town?
• This could be a fun family friendly place to enjoy the lake 

Fireworks.
• Fire chief said he will support and have a present at be cabin, if 

fireworks are done by licensed pro.
• The cabin area does not have any restrictions as it is 2 ½ acres out 

from the rest of the property.
• This is a community forest that is here for the best interest of the 

community. People like fireworks and this is the best place for the 
town people to watch from.

What I learned from the picnic is, the parking in the lower parking lot 
does not work.
• Putting chairs and coolers into a transport is very time consuming 

and confusing.
• Older/slightly impaired people do not like it, we want all to have 

fun.
• Doing the swap in the dark would not be any fun and very 

complicated.
I need help to make this happen. Speak up, maybe we should do a 
test run Labor Day with the management committee.
Without letters of support this may not be approved by SELT 
or the management committee. 

Who like this idea?



20 years ago

9/2021
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