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Th i s L a n d
This December the Town of New Castle and Southeast 
Land Trust completed the purchase and protection of 
three scenic and much loved islands in the back channel  
of the Piscataqua River. Thanks to an outpouring of  
support from New Castle residents and generous private 
donations, the Town now owns the Back Channel Islands, 
subject to a conservation easement held by the land trust. 

Located off of the end of Laurel Lane and Bosun’s Hill, 
the Back Channel Islands consist of Mill Island, Long Rock 
Island and Birch Island. The Land Trust and Town had first 
sought to conserve the island in 2005 when the New Castle 
Open Space Committee identified them as a top priority for 
open space conservation due to their scenic value, wildlife 
habitat, and recreational use. The highly scenic islands are 
visible from Route 1B and beloved by generations of New 
Castle youth for swimming and picnicking. 

The undeveloped islands offer habitat for a diversity 
of wildlife, including terns, deer, blue heron, kingfishers 
and other wildlife. Huckleberry bushes, white pine and 
black oak populate the islands. An inventory by ecologist 
Dan Sperduto identified an exemplary natural commu-
nity, Coastal Rocky Headlands, and two plant species of 
concern. Finally, the three islands include a representa-
tive example of a historic tidal mill dam which supported 
Ritson’s Grist Mill. While no longer present, the remnants 
of these remarkable tidal dams are still visible at low tide. 

Earnest negotiations to acquire the property began in 
the fall of 2008 as they were offered on the open market. 
After hiring a licensed, certified appraiser to appraise 
the islands, the land trust offered to buy them for their 
appraised value. “At that time, we were unable to come to 
agreement on the purchase price and however difficult it 
was, we had to walk away from the opportunity,” explains 
Brian Hart, Executive Director.

In this case, patience paid off. With the recession in 
2009, the asking price for the islands and an associated 

house on New Castle dropped, and by summer, was near 
the appraised value. The land trust contacted the realtor 
and reached agreement to acquire the islands for $160,000, 
their appraised value. 

That fall the New Castle Open Space Committee  
proposed the use of $150,000 of the Town’s open space 
bond to acquire the islands. While Selectmen were hosting 
public hearings on the proposed purchase, two petitions 
were filed by voters. The first petition requested that the 
proposed purchase be voted on at the May 2010 Town 
Meeting. The second petition requested that the purchase 
be voted on at a Special Town Meeting to be scheduled  
as soon as possible as the proposed purchase was to  
close by December 31, 2009. In response, Selectmen  
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Scenic Birch Island in the back channel of the Piscataqua River is 
now owned by the Town of New Castle and permanently conserved!  
PHOTO COuRTESy OF PETE INgRAHAM.

Back Channel Islands Conserved



This past September the Southeast Land 
Trust added another key piece to its growing 
Pawtuckaway River Reservation in Epping 
and Raymond. The acquisition of the 7.2 acre 
Hauser Tract was the first project in the nation 
to utilize the Emergency Watershed Program 
(EWP) funds allocated under the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act and was 
a partnership between the Land Trust, the 
Lamprey River Advisory Committee (LRAC) 
and the Natural Resource Conservation Service 
(NRCS). By acquiring the property and perma-
nently protecting it under an NRCS floodplain 
easement, the Emergency Watershed Program 
is meeting its goal of reducing stormwater  
runoff and soil erosion while safeguarding  
lives and property from floods. 

Sitting at the confluence of the Pawtuckaway 
and Lamprey Rivers, the Hauser tract experi-
ences significant annual and often severe 
flooding. Such floodplain areas provide  
valuable wildlife habitat and flood storage.  
For example, in recent years a bobcat, a species 
that needs large, unfragmented areas of land, 
was photographed on the property.

 “The protection of the Hauser property is 
a win-win for everyone and is a great example 

of how conservation benefits not only the 
environment, but the surrounding commu-
nity and our nation,” explains David Viale, 
Land Protection Specialist. “By conserving this 
property we are meeting local, regional, and 
national goals of preserving important natural 
resources while also providing flood control.  
In addition, we are helping flood victims  
voluntarily relocate their home to somewhere 
that is safe and dry.”

The Southeast Land Trust is working with 
the NRCS and wetland scientist Mark West of 
West Environmental to implement a restora-
tion plan for the property that will restore the 
habitat and hydrology of the floodplain to a 
more natural state. A major component of the 
restoration plan was the removal of a home 

which was subject to major flooding. To 
accomplish this, the Land Trust hired 
Danley Demolition to remove the home 
and recycle as much of the construction 
material as possible. The foundation was 
also removed to allow the river channel 

to naturally meander over time. Then the 
area was smoothed over and stabilized with 
a native plant conservation seed mix. Over 
the winter, the land trust will be plan for a 
canoe access area and the restoration of sev-
eral stream channels. All work is scheduled 
to be completed by the end of 2010 and visi-
tors will be able to enjoy passive recreation 
on the Wild & Scenic Lamprey River and 
Pawtuckaway River Reservation. n
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Programs are free and open to the 
public. Registration is required – call 
603.778.6088 or e-mail kmccormack@

seltnh.org. Directions and site details  
will be provided to registrants.

Your Backyard Wildlife
Wednesday, February 17 n 6:30-8PM 
Exeter Town Library

Do you know that a bobcat was recently 
spotted in Hampton Falls? Did your 
neighbor really see a moose in her 
backyard? Why haven’t you heard the 
evening call of a whip-poor-will in the 
last few years – and is there anything you 
can do to help?

Come learn what makes our south-
eastern NH forests and farms special for 
wildlife, and why our unique habitats 
depend on land conservation and good 
management. A wildlife biologist from 
uNH Cooperative Extension will high-
light a dozen commonly-seen wildlife 
species as well a diverse mix of habitats 
that support such important species 
as bobcat, whip-poor-will, moose, 
ruffed grouse, New England cottontail, 
Blanding’s turtle, silver-haired bat, and 
other captivating creatures.

Land Trust 30th  
Birthday Party
Date and Location TBA 

Join us to celebrate the 30th anniversary 
of the founding of the Southeast Land 
Trust. We’re working on the final details 
and will post them at www.seltnh.org.

 G e t
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Hauser Tract First in Nation to use 
Emergency Watershed Program Funds

Above: The May 2006 floods nearly covered  
the house on the Hauser tract. 
PHOTO COuRTESy OF SONJA gONzALEz. 

Right: After the house was removed, its footprint  
was seeded and mulched with hay to control  
erosion. 
PHOTO By DAVID VIALE.

continued on page 5
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August of 2009 was a difficult month, with the passing of the two generations of community and conservation leaders. Forest Griffin 
and Gordon Barker both served their communities in many ways and both played significant roles in land conservation in Rockingham 
County. Friends and family generously donated more than $11,000 in memorial gifts to support the continued work of the Southeast 
Land Trust and to honor these men, their lives, and their purpose. 

Gordon Barker
On the last day of his life, Gordon Barker worked 12 hours  
on his Stratham, N.H., farm, took a 40-mile bicycle ride, had  
a sandwich and a beer for dinner, and went to bed. He died 
during the night at age 51 from a heart attack caused by a 
clogged artery. Doctors who tried to revive him were amazed 
at the size of his heart, but friends and family say it was an apt 
metaphor for the kind of life he led. Strong in body and spirit, 
he followed his passions with a quiet intensity. 

Gordon was born and raised in Stratham and attended the 
University of New Hampshire, where he majored in plant  
science and rowed crew. His nickname was “the hammer” 
because he drove his oar into the water like a nail and pulled 
hard on every stroke. After graduating, Barker traveled to 
Australia and New Zealand and completed a National Outdoor 
Leadership School course in the Cascades. He married Edith 
Keenan – they have one daughter, Forrest, who is a freshman 
at Philips Exeter Academy – and they took over Barker's Farm, 
growing a variety of produce on their 84 acres. Barker's parents 
had operated the farm as a wholesale business, but Edie and 
Gordon built a retail business, selling at farmer’s markets and 
building at the front of their property a charmingly rustic farm 
stand that is busy all summer and fall. “Gordon saw the farm 
stand not only as a place to sell produce, but as a center for the 
community,” Edie says. 

Barker channeled his passion for preserving open space into 
action, serving on various town boards. As chairman of the 
conservation commission, he persuaded voters to approve a 
bond to protect open spaces in Stratham and was instrumental 
in preserving Stratham Hill Park. He was a good listener and a 
clear, focused thinker. In August, more than 700 people attended 
his memorial service on the farm he loved. People talked about 
how fun and genuine he was, and how he loved to travel with 
his family yet stayed close to his roots. 

– Excerpted from the UNH Magazine, Fall 2009. 

Forest Griffin
Former Land Trust board member Forest Griffin passed away 
August 23, 2009 at the age of 90 years. He is survived by his wife 
Ruth and three children, Allen, Robert and Elinor. 

Forest’s life began on the family property in Danville known 
as the “Towle Hill Farm” where he learned the art of farming. 
The family property dates back to 1747 and for those 260 years, 
the Griffin ancestors lived and celebrated together on this land. 
This farm sits on a hill on Beach Plain Road where the view once 
stretched to the ocean at Hampton on a clear day. 

No matter where Forest lived, he was engaged in some kind of 
service to others through his volunteer work. He was involved at 
Riverwoods in Exeter with several committee activities; he served as 
Exeter’s representative to the Rockingham Planning Commission; 
he served as a board member of the Southeast Land Trust of New 
Hampshire. In Hampton he was active with town affairs, church 
groups, cub and boy scouts. In Danville, Forest followed his family’s 
tradition of working with the North Danville Historical Society and 
Union Religious Society. This work included the maintenance and 
operation of four historic properties and buildings. 

One would have to believe that Forest’s experience with local 
Planning Boards gave him insight into the changing landscape of  
Rockingham County. In the spring of 2003, Forest and Ruth donated 
a conservation easement on 40 acres of the Towle Hill Farm to the 
Southeast Land Trust, permanently conserving his family’s land. 
Now the open space at Towle Hill will continue to exist far beyond 
the past 260 years of fine stewardship by the Griffin ancestors.

Forest’s 90th birthday was spent at the Towle Hill Farm sur-
rounded by family. His memories must have been vast that day. 
His now conserved family land will be a lasting memory of Forest’s 
generosity of his time and his love. Walking on an old path though 
the farm, one can almost see the old apple orchard, the farm animals,  
the garden, and hear the sound of the old saw mill generating  
lumber for building. Forest knew that the conservation easement 
would ensure future memories of a very special place. n

Passing of Two Conservation Leaders
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Many landowners consider their land as 
just a “typical forest”– nothing especially 
important for wildlife. But is it? What 
makes one piece of ground a haven for 
wildlife while another is comparatively 
void of animals? 

At the heart of the complex answer is 
a simple statement: every animal species 
needs food, water, and cover in a physical 
arrangement that meets its specific needs. 
Whether or not a plot of land can serve as 
home to a particular species depends on 
whether it provides the right combination 
of food, water, and cover. 

Some animals, like white-tailed deer, are 
habitat generalists that thrive under many 
conditions, but others have habitat require-
ments so specific that the loss of any one  
habitat element can put the species’ local  
population in a tailspin. Moreover, many  
species use different habitats for breeding, 
nesting, hunting, and migration. American 
woodcock, for example, feed in dense 
young stands, nest in more mature  
woods (15 to 30 years old) and perform 
courtship rituals in the open. If these three 
elements don’t exist in close proximity 
to one another – and the combination is 
becoming scarcer in the Northeast where 
forests are aging or being developed – 
woodcock will not be there.

The single most important factor in 
determining whether wildlife will find 
your patch of land hospitable is its vari-
ety. Soils and topography influence the 
distribution of habitat types across the 
landscape. Disturbances such as ice storms, 
tree disease, or hurricanes then modify the 
habitat’s structure, creating gaps in the for-
est canopy and patches of younger forest 
within an existing stand of trees. Wildlife 
populations respond to these changes in the 
structure of the land. “Structure” includes 
the distribution of different types or ages 
of forest across the landscape (horizontal 
diversity) and the tiers or layers of  

vegetation within an area (vertical diver-
sity). For example, a structurally diverse 
forest might contain a mosaic of tree sizes 
and ages, scattered patches of field and 
dense young vegetation, plenty of large 
fallen logs, patches of mature trees, large 
cavity trees and standing dead trees, and 
sources of seeds and berries. The more 
complex (and often “messy”) the forest is, 
the greater the diversity of animals that 
will be able to meet their needs there. 

Southern New Hampshire has seen a 
decline in forest diversity in recent years. 
Societal preference for “untouched” forest, 
combined with a decline in the local timber 
industry, has resulted in an abundance of 
mature forest strikingly deficient in under-
story, as well as a decline in the amount of 
young forest habitat available for wildlife.

To counteract this trend, landowners 
and wildlife managers are increasingly 
managing land to mimic natural distur-
bances and promote biological diversity. 
The number of vertebrates native to New 
England is surprisingly small – 338 species.  
Most have small home ranges, with 
two-thirds requiring fewer than 10 acres 
and 85 percent living on 50 acres or less. 
Therefore, it’s quite possible for many 
landowners to play a significant role in the 
presence or absence of a large number of  
wildlife species.

On the other hand, no matter how  
hospitable your land is, it won’t be home 
to all of these species, or even half of them. 
For some animals, including certain large 

mammals, it’s essential to protect and 
appropriately manage large stretches of 
continuous forest cover unimpeded by 
houses and roads.

Wildlife biologists and ecologists in 
New Hampshire have identified certain 
unique habitat types that are of particular 
“conservation concern.” A local example, 
Appalachian oak-pine forest, occurs only in 
southeastern NH and a narrow band along 
the Connecticut River Valley. It exists on dry, 
rocky ridges or in the warmer, drier condi-
tions of low elevations. It seems like forests 
typical of our area – look for red oak and 
pine, but mixed with black and scarlet oak, 
shagbark and pignut hickory, sassafras, and 
black birch, with an understory of blueberry 
or sheep laurel. Appalachian oak-pine  
forests are the preferred habitat for the 
whip-poor-will, a nocturnal bird, now rare, 
that makes an unmistakable “whip-poor-
will” call and lays eggs in leaf litter on the 
forest floor. Intense development pressure 
in southeastern New Hampshire means that 
there are few large areas of Appalachian 
oak-pine forest left in the State; those 
remaining lack diversity, with most trees of 
similar age (70-100 years).

While most landowner’s property doesn’t 
contain these ‘unique’ habitats, the actions 
of landowners can improve the diversity 
and quality of wildlife habitat. For example, 
should circumstances prevent a landowner 
from mowing a field one year or ‘cleaning 
up’ the ice storm debris in the forest for a 
few years, he may find the field suddenly 
abuzz with pollinating insects and the woods 
aflutter with prey-seeking hawks – all result-
ing from subtle changes in the habitat of 
those very same fields and woods.

Does your land contain good habitat? Do 
you know how to encourage it or to recognize 
unique habitats? Come to our upcoming pre-
sentation (see ‘Get Out & About’), and find 
more information at http://extension.unh.
edu/Wildlife/Wildlife.htm. n

What Do Animals Need & Does your Land Provide it?
Excerpted with permission from Northern Woodlands magazine (Stephen Long) and uNH Cooperative Extension

American Woodcock. PHOTO COuRTESy OF HuNTER BROWNLIE. 



Bird watching for 
Beginners!
Saturday, May 8th, 2010 n 7-11AM
Newfields 

Mark your calendar now for a 
repeat performance of last year’s trip 
with Patience Chamberlin & Roger 
Stephenson! More details in the next 
issue of This Land.

Member Cookout and  
Conservation Celebration
Saturday, June 5th, 2010 n 10AM to 
2PM n Location to be determined

Save the date for the 30th annual 
meeting of the Southeast Land Trust. 
Celebrate our successes, enjoy a  
home-style barbecue, and walk  
nearby conservation land. 

Tom Chamberlin, President, Exeter
Richard Adams, Vice President, Portsmouth
Hunter Brownlie, Treasurer, Newmarket
Bob Eaton, Secretary, Rye

Phil Auger, Brentwood
Don Briselden, Exeter
Terry Coyle, Rye
Mark Cross-Powers, Candia 
Annie deCossy, Hampton Falls 
Diane Forsyth, Rye
Etoile Holzaepfel, New Castle
David Kirkpatrick, Portsmouth
Robin Najar, Portsmouth
Rick Russman, Kingston
Elisabeth Sanders, Danville
Roger Stephenson, Stratham
Chad Vanderbeck, Hampton
Dick Wollmar, North Hampton
Paul Young, Exeter

Board Members
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Back Channel Islands Conserved, continued...
scheduled a Special Town Meeting for 
Tuesday, December 1. 

When asked about the Special Town 
Meeting and its impact on the effort to 
acquire the Back Channel Islands, Linda 
Ball, Chair of the New Castle Open Space 
Committee, explained “It was beautiful to 
watch the people's love of these islands ignite 
a determination to save them.”

More than 200 residents attended the 
Special Town Meeting, and overwhelmingly 
voted to authorize the expenditure and pur-
chase. With the Town commitment in hand, 
local volunteers raced to raise the remaining 
$37,000 in private funding needed to protect 
the islands before the end of December. More 
than 70 area families contributed the necessary 
private funding, a demonstration of the Back 
Channel Islands’ importance. 

“We are grateful for the tremendous, 
generous support of New Castle residents, 
who voted to expend their tax dollars and 
who made individual gifts to conserve these 
islands,” explains Hart. “Because of their  
commitment, these islands will be protected 
and enjoyed by generations to come.”

The Back Channel Islands will remain 
undeveloped in their natural state under the 
stewardship of the New Castle Conservation 
Commission. The Southeast Land Trust,  
as the easement holder, is responsible for 
annually monitoring the property to ensure 
its use remains consistent with the goals of 
the conservation easement.

“Now in 2010 and beyond, every citizen in 
New Castle can look at the islands and know 
that they are ours to appreciate and enjoy in 
their natural state forever!” exclaims Ball. n

Thanks to the united Way  
Day of Caring Volunteers 
A big thank you to the happy and hard  
working volunteers from Liberty Mutual  
and the Air National Guard who joined  
board members Phil Auger and Rick  
Russman to help clean up and restore the 
Cole Farm in Newfields. Volunteers from 
Liberty Mutual helped rebuild the rotting 
spring house and removed interior barbed 
wire fences, while the folks from the Air 
National Guard cleaned up historic farm 
dumps on the property. The Cole Farm clean 
up was one of many events to support local 
non-profits organized through the United 
Way Day of Caring. Thank you! n

The natural habitat of the islands supports great blue heron, deer, and other wildlife.
PHOTO CREDIT: MARy BETH LAMBERT



PO Box 675
Exeter, New Hampshire 03833

Formed by the merger of the 
Rockingham Land Trust and Seacoast Land Trust

Questions, Comments, Concerns?
To contact the Southeast Land Trust of  
New Hampshire, please call 603.778.6088  
or e-mail info@seltnh.org. 
PO Box 675, Exeter, NH 03833 
Fax: 603.778.0007 
Website: www.seltnh.org
The Southeast Land Trust of New Hampshire is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Contributions are 
tax-deductible. 

This Land is published quarterly and is the newsletter  
of the Southeast Land Trust of New Hampshire. 
Edited by Brian Hart.  
Printed on recycled paper.

Photo credits: Cover l to r: Brian Hart; Jerry Monkman,  
Ecophotography.com; Brian Hart; Peter Vandermark; 
Page 2: Jerry Monkman, Ecophotography.com;  
Page 5: Brian Hart; Page 6: Eva Powers
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Join us for the Backyard Wildlife Workshop
February 17 in Exeter 

n
 Details on page 2

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

At a Special Town Meeting in December, New Castle voters overwhelmingly voted to spend up to $150,000 
to acquire and conserve Long Rock, pictured above, Mill Island, and Birch Island. Read more about this just 
completed project inside this issue.  
PHOTO COuRTESy OF PETE INgRAHAM.

Back Channel Islands Conserved


