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Th i s L a n d
With names like Dead Pond 
and Rocky Ridge, one would 
not think these places would be 
ecological hotspots of southeast-
ern New Hampshire. But in fact 
these desolate sounding places, 
located adjacent to the remnants 
of an ancient volcano named 
Pawtuckaway Mountain, thrive 
with rare and unusual species.

And now, thanks to a generous 
donation, the land adjacent to these 
unique places is conserved and 
owned by the Southeast Land Trust. 
In November 2011, Marguerite 
Swain and her daughter Deb Fexis 
completed the permanent protec-
tion of their family land by donating 
the fee interest in the property 
to the Southeast Land Trust. The 
89-acre property will be named the 
Howard Swain Memorial Forest, in 
honor of Marguerite’s late husband, 
who cobbled together the property 
from extended family members during the 1970s.

Marguerite explained that, “As a youngster Howard 
and his father spent a great deal of time enjoying this land 
and Pawtuckaway Park, including backpacking and camp-
ing with some of his friends on this land, even in his later 
years. This land has always been ‘just special’ to Howard 
and to me as well.” 

“It was what he wanted for the land that inspired us to 
place the land under a Wetlands Reserve Program easement 
in the first place, and that ultimately led us to the Southeast 
Land Trust,” explains Deb Fexis, the Swains’ daughter. 

“I know my dad felt there are far 
too few places that have not been 
touched by building and develop-
ment, and he wanted to help keep 
those few places as they are.”

Earlier in the year Marguerite 
and Deborah did just that by 
selling an easement on the prop-
erty to the US Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, through its 
Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP). 
WRP is a voluntary program offer-
ing landowners the opportunity 
to protect, restore, and enhance 
wetlands on their property with 
the goal of establishing long-term 
conservation and wildlife practices 
and protection. Due to its ecological 
resources, unique wetlands systems, 
and adjacency to already conserved 
land, being Pawtuckaway State 
Park, the property was selected 
from stiff competition. The WRP 
easement significantly restricts uses 

that impact the wetlands, soils, and natural resources of 
the land.

Once the land was protected, the Swains thought it 
made best sense for it to be owned by New Hampshire 
as part of Pawtuckaway State Park. However, despite the 
efforts of the Forest Society, the state refused to accept 
the donation due to the terms of the WRP easement. The 
Forest Society reached out to the Southeast Land Trust: 
would we be interested in accepting the fee interest in the 
land? The short answer was yes. 

The Howard Swain Memorial Forest is rugged, with a 
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Land Donated in Honor of Husband and Father

Marguerite Swain donated 89 acres to the 
Land Trust in Deerfield and Nottingham in 
honor of her late husband Howard, pictured 
above enjoying a hike. The property lies 
adjacent to Pawtuckaway State Park and 
will be named the Howard Swain Memorial 
Forest in his memory. COURTESY PHOTO
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 G e t

Out & About

Despite Name Change,  
Farm to Remain Unchanged

All field trips are free and open to the 
public. Pre-registration is required. To  
sign up, please e-mail info@seltnh.org  
or call Karen at 603.778.6088. 
Directions and additional details will  
be sent to registrants.

The Nature of  
New Hampshire:  
Natural Communities  
of the Granite State
Thursday, March 29 n 7–8:15pm n 
Exeter Public Library, Exeter
Come learn about the extraordinary  
biodiversity of New Hampshire and the 
seacoast region from Dan Sperduto, 
author and photographer of The Nature 
of New Hampshire, a recent book from 
the UNH Press and NH Natural Heritage. 

Based on 20 years of research and 
photography, Dan will take us on a 
unique journey from the ground and 
air, traveling through the state’s natural 
communities, which are native habitats 
for plants and animals. We will explore 
estuaries and rocky seashores, swamps 

and bogs, rocky 
summits and 
alpine tundra, 
forests and 
ancient trees, 
and some of 
the common 
and rare  
species of 
these habitats. 
Copies of  

The Nature of New Hampshire will  
be on hand for sale and signature. 

Dan Sperduto is an independent 
ecologist with Sperduto Ecological 
Services in Canterbury. 

While its name may be changing to Stout 
Oak Farm, the scenic, rolling fields of 
Creamery Brook Farm in Brentwood will 
forever remain as open space, protected 
from subdivision and development, and 
conserved for agriculture, wildlife, and water 
quality. In late January, the Land Trust, the 
Town of Brentwood and the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service purchased 
a conservation easement from the heirs of 
Lawrence Lyford. 

“From the start, our goal was to protect 
it and get it into the hands of a farmer,” 
explains Brian Hart, Executive Director.  
“By doing so, we’re meeting the community’s 
desire to preserve important lands and 
helping meet the strong interest in local  
food by supporting local farmers.”

That farmer and new owner is Kate 
Donald and her husband Jeff, who acquired 
the conserved farmland and associated house 
and barn after the sale of the easement. Kate 
has been an organic vegetable farmer for the 
past 12 years, operating Stout Oak Farm from 
leased land in Epping. At their new location 
at this historic farm, the Donalds will grow 
four acres of vegetables for CSA (Community 
Supported Agriculture) shares, farmers’ 
markets, and local restaurants. They also 
plan to open a new farm store, which will 
be stocked with their vegetables, herbs, cut 
flowers, and seedlings for home vegetable 
gardeners, as well as other products raised 
by their friends at other local farms. More 
information on their plans and goals can be 
viewed at www.stoutoakfarm.com. 

“As new stewards of this historic farm, 
we are committed to taking good care of 
the land, and providing delicious healthy 
food for our community,” explains Kate. “We 
are thrilled to see this land conserved, and 
grateful for the opportunity to bring this 
land back into production. As we get started 
farming here, I have new optimism about 
the future, knowing that these farm soils will 
always be protected.”

For Brentwood, the protection of this 
property represents the final expenditure 
from the 2003 Open Space Bond. “It is fitting 
that Creamery Brook Farm – which inspired 
the passage of the Town’s Open Space Bond 
in 2003 – is the final property protected by 
the Bond,” explains Rob Wofchuck, chairman 
of the Town of Brentwood Conservation 
Commission. “We thank the Lyford family 
for allowing us the opportunity to conserve 
their family land.” n 

Jeff and Kate Donald are the new owners of the now 
conserved Creamery Brook Farm in Brentwood and 
are preparing for the 2012 growing season. Look for 
them at local farmer’s markets under the farm’s new 
name of Stout Oak Farm. COURTESY PHOTO
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Phil Auger admires the bark of a eucalyptus tree in Costa Rica. 
COURTESY PHOTO

NHCF Awards Grant to Hire Phil Auger 
as Land Agent
Thanks to a two year grant from the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation and support from 
donors, we are pleased to announce that Phil Auger has joined the staff of the Southeast Land 
Trust in a new position of Land Manager/Land Agent! Last year Phil retired as Land and Water 
Conservation Educator from UNH Cooperative Extension. Until the end of November, he 
served as a volunteer Board member and began his new role with the Land Trust in January.

In the summer of 2011, when Phil announced he was taking an early retirement, many in 
Rockingham County were concerned about the impact his departure would bring. Throughout 
his career, Phil developed strong relationships with the landowners and communities of the 
region. As an educator, he served as cultivator of new conservation opportunities, helping 
landowners work with land trusts to achieve their mutual goals. Without him, we wondered 
where those new leads would be generated from?

Long-time supporter and conservation leader Isobel Parke had the same thought, and called 
the Land Trust in September, urging us to figure out a way to keep Phil working. She even 
offered up a generous gift – if it could be matched – to support the idea. With that encourage-
ment, the Land Trust reached out to partners and funders to see if the funding could be secured. 

In partnership with Bear Paw 
Regional Greenways, we applied 
to the NH Charitable Foundation 
for a two-year grant to hire Phil, 
and thereby expand both organi-
zations’ land protection and land 
management capacity. The $30,000 
grant was awarded in January 
2012. Matching funds for the Land 
Trust were provided by the French 
Foundation and private donors. 
Additional funding for 2013 is 
being sought (if you would like to 
make a special gift, please contact 
Brian Hart at 778.6088).

Phil will focus on initiating core 
management activities for our  
18 reservations totaling more than 
2,300 acres. With the increase in 
our owned lands, we needed a 
staff person to coordinate contrac-
tor work, work with volunteers, 
and manage tasks from boundary  
signs to trail work to timber 
harvests. In addition, Phil will be doing what he does best – reaching out to landowners to 
encourage them to consider permanent protection and explaining their options. He’s focusing 
on those lands near or adjacent to our current protected lands and responding to the inquiries 
we get on a weekly basis in the office.

We’re confident that Phil’s addition to our organization’s professional staff will only increase 
our land protection successes. Welcome to the team Phil! n

Questions, Comments, Concerns?
To contact the Southeast Land Trust of  
New Hampshire, please call 603.778.6088  
or e-mail info@seltnh.org. 
PO Box 675, Exeter, NH 03833 
Fax: 603.778.0007 
Website: www.seltnh.org
The Southeast Land Trust of New Hampshire  
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  
Contributions are tax-deductible. 

This Land is published quarterly and is the  
newsletter of the Southeast Land Trust of  
New Hampshire. Edited by Brian Hart.  
Printed on recycled paper.

Photo credits: Cover l to r: Brian Hart; Jerry Monkman, 
Ecophotography.com; Brian Hart; Peter Vandermark 
Page 2&3: Jerry Monkman, Ecophotography.com  
Page 5: Eva Powers, Page 6: Eva Powers
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Land Trust Seeks Accreditation:  
Your Comments Welcome
The Southeast Land Trust is pleased to announce it is applying for accreditation by the national 
Land Trust Accreditation Commission. The Land Trust Accreditation Commission recognizes 
land conservation organizations that meet national quality standards for protecting important 
natural places and working lands forever. 

A public comment period is now open. The Southeast Land Trust encourages you to submit  
your comments on our work directly to the Land Trust Accreditation Commission. The 
Commission accepts signed, written comments on pending applications via their website, fax, 
or mail. Comments must relate to how the Southeast Land Trust of New Hampshire complies 
with national quality standards. These standards address the ethical and technical operation of 
a land trust. For the full list of standards see www.landtrustaccreditation.org/getting-accredited/
indicator-practices. 

To learn more about the accreditation program and to submit a comment, visit  
www.landtrustaccreditation.org. Comments may also be faxed or mailed to the Land Trust 
Accreditation Commission, Attn: Public Comments: (fax) 518.587.3183; (mail) 112 Spring  
Street, Suite 204, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866. Comments on the Southeast Land Trust of  
New Hampshire’s application will be most useful by May 18, 2012. Thank you. n

thin, rocky soil and outcroppings of ledge throughout the property, a landscape more familiar 
to visitors to the White Mountains. The land is almost entirely forested except for the portion 
of the property that includes Dead Pond. Access to the property is from Deerfield, but the vast 
majority of the property lies within Nottingham. Licensed forester Charlie Moreno previously 
completed a management 
plan that ensures its most 
important portions are  
conserved while guiding  
sustainable forestry on 
remaining portions. The  
Land Trust intends to use 
that plan as a blueprint for its 
management and is consider-
ing how trails could link the 
land to the State Park.

Later this year, the Land 
Trust intends to install a sign 
formally naming the property 
and hosting another field 
trip to Dead Pond and Rocky 
Ridge, offering a different view of Pawtuckaway State Park. Look for the announcement on our 
Facebook page, website, or future newsletter!

In thinking over her decision to conserve the land and give it to the Land Trust, Marguerite 
reflected, “I am so glad we have been able to do this and I know Howard would approve, too.” 
Thank you Marguerite and Deborah for entrusting the Land Trust with your family legacy! n

Land Trust staff and volunteers Phil Auger, Ernie Landry, and Emma 
Carcagno enjoy the autumn view of Dead Pond from the newly 
acquired Howard Swain Memorial Forest. PHOTO BY BRiAN HART

Land Donated in Honor of Husband and Father, continued

 G e t

Out & About
Piscassic Greenway Post-
Timber Harvest Tour
Saturday, March 31 n 9–11am n 
Newfields

The timber harvest on the Piscassic 
Greenway is complete! Come join us 
on a walk as we tour the area harvested 
this past January and learn about how 
the timber sale was planned and imple-
mented. Along the way we will discuss 
how the harvest will benefit a variety 
of animal species by improving wildlife 
habitat on the Piscassic Greenway.  
This is a great opportunity for those 
who are considering a timber sale on 
their own property to come learn about 
the process. 

Fourth Annual  
Birding Walk at the 
Piscassic Greenway
Saturday, May 19 n 7–10am n 
Newfields

Grab your binoculars and join us at  
the Piscassic Greenway for a morning  
exploration with avid birdwatcher 
Patience Chamberlin & past President 
of NH Audubon’s seacoast chapter, 
Roger Stephenson. The 380-acre 
Piscassic Greenway and Cole Farm 
were conserved in 2006 by the Town 
of Newfields and Southeast Land Trust. 
it is a haven for wildlife and an impor-
tant stopover for migrating birds. There 
should be plenty to see and hear at this 
time of year!



The end of 2011 saw a flurry of completed 
conservation projects, bringing the total 
acreage conserved by the Land Trust to 
more than 8,100 acres! 

Campaign for Batchelder Farm 
Thanks to donations and grants from 
more than 130 residents, businesses, 
and Land Trust members, the Campaign 
for Batchelder Farm is complete! “The 
Committee to Conserve Batchelder Farm 
did an outstanding job communicating 
the need for and benefit of protecting 
this important landscape,” explains David 
Viale, the project’s lead staff person for 
the Land Trust. Many thanks to com-
mittee members Jay Diener, Ben Moore, 
Sheila Nudd, Bob Preston, Chet Riley, and 
Senator Nancy Stiles for their successful 
efforts to raise the necessary private  
dollars. The funds raised will match 
grants from the Town of Hampton, 
Moose Plate Program, the NH Land 
and Community Heritage Investment 
Program, and the US Farm and Ranchland 
Protection Program. The conservation 
easements being acquired on the farm are 
expected to be completed by June. 

Brentwood 
In late December, Land Trust Board mem-
ber Joan Pratt & her husband Charlie 
donated an easement on 14 acres of field 
and forest, linking nearly a mile of con-
served picturesque views along Rowell 
Road, a scenic road in Brentwood. This 
is the second easement donated to the 
Land Trust and third completed by the 

Pratts, building off the 95 acres of forest 
and farmland they conserved while they 
were owners and operators of the abut-
ting Apple Annie orchard. The project 
enhances a conservation block of over 
900 acres in size that provides watershed 
protection to the Exeter River, protects 
significant wildlife habitat, and provides 
continued opportunities for local forestry, 
agriculture, and passive outdoor recre-
ation. Many thanks to Charlie & Joanie for 
their continued dedication to conserva-
tion in our region!

Epping 
In Epping, the Land Trust and the Town 
of Epping partnered to conserve the 

15-acre Black Stove Farm at the intersec-
tion of Stingy River Road and Blake Road. 
This scenic land includes productive 
farm soils and serves as a link between 
the Land Trust’s Pawtuckaway River 
Reservation and privately-owned protected  
land to the east. Funding was provided by 
the Town, LCHIP, and the US Farm and 
Ranchland Protection Program. 

Through the generosity of an anony-
mous donor, the Land Trust accepted a 
donated easement on 16.77 acres of forest-
land in Epping. Located within a high 
quality watershed and the North River/
Rollins Brook Conservation Focus area 
of the Land Conservation Plan for New 
Hampshire’s Coastal Watershed, the prop-
erty protects significant wildlife habitat, 
more than 1,200 feet of scenic road front-
age on High Road, and enhances nearly 
250 acres of nearby conservation land. 

Fremont 
Dexter Burley and his sister, Louise Dale, 
donated the fee interest in 10 acres of 
well-stocked forestland adjacent to the 
ecologically-significant Spruce Swamp in 
Fremont. This land, known as the Burley 
Woods, is our first property in Fremont 
and will be managed for sustainable  
forestry and wildlife habitat! The siblings 
previously conserved 25 acres of forest 
and wetland in Epping on the North 
River through the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service Wetlands Reserve 
Program. n
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2011 Ends with a Flurry of Conservation Projects

Land Protection and Stewardship Committee 
member Rob Wofchuck gestures as he, easement 
donor Joanie Pratt, and Executive Director Brian 
Hart discuss an old chimney and the long-gone 
cabin that it once warmed on the Pratt’s land in 
Brentwood. PHOTO BY DAViD ViALE

The Land Trust and Town of Epping partnered to conserve fifteen acres of productive farmland on Blake Road and Stingy River Road, serving as a link 
between large blocks of protected land in west Epping and Raymond. PHOTO BY BRiAN HART
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2nd Annual Wild & Scenic Film Festival 
Set for April 13!
The Land Trust has partnered with The Music Hall 
to bring the Wild & Scenic Film Festival back to 
Portsmouth for a second year! This year’s festival 
combines stellar filmmaking, beautiful cinematog-
raphy, and first-rate storytelling of environmental 
issues and the beauty of the natural world. This 
event helps raise funds and friends – so get a group 
together and make it a night out for your local land 
trust. Get your tickets ($12.50 each or $10.50 for 
seniors/military/students) in person at The Music 
Hall’s box office or on line at www.themusichall.org 
(service charges apply to online purchases). 

Thanks to our generous lead sponsor Veris Wealth 
Partners and to our supporting sponsors Northland 
Forest Products and Upton & Hatfield, LLP, for 
underwriting the evening! n

Friday, April 13
The Music Hall, 

Portsmouth
Details on back page

Wild & Scenic Film Festival  
The Music Hall, Portsmouth  

Friday, April 13, 2012


