
IN THIS ISSUE Small is Beautiful
by Suzanne Murdoch

For Jeremy Lougee, E.F. Schumacher’s idea that “small is beautiful” is his North Star. From his roots 
growing up on a working dairy farm in New Hampshire to his current position as Conservation Project 

Manager for SELT, he has learned firsthand the value of local community and sustainable agriculture. 
“My family always modeled a strong work ethic. In addition 

to serving the community as teachers, road agents, school bus 
drivers, and policemen, we also worked hard to maintain our 
farm’s daily operations. As kids, we got up before dawn to milk the 
cows and do chores, then returned home after school to milk the 
cows again (and more chores), eat a meal together, then go to bed.”

He went on to share why his early life remains so meaningful to 
him today. “Growing up, we always had a tremendous sense of local history and continuity. You know, our 
families have been farming in NH since the 1700s when many of them cleared virgin forest to make the 
fields and stone walls that we still use today. There is something special and unique in working your land 
through every season – the thread of tradition and family embedded on a small piece of the larger NH land-
scape. We always maintained a strong commitment to self-reliance and the value of close-knit community.”

From those early days, Jeremy’s career path has remained true to his passion for local conservation 
efforts. After graduating with a degree in ecology and working for a land trust in California, he moved 
back to NH for family and graduate school. His thesis, “Sustaining Agriculture in the Granite State: A 
Citizen’s Guide to Restoring Our Local Foods, Farms, and Independence,” drew attention to the real chal-
lenges for a state that only produces 4% of the food we consume. “It’s not just about the landscape and 
the scenery, but we also need to preserve the working lands and sense of place that have made NH such 
a unique state to live in.” His research led him to a position protecting land and working with farmers 

WINTER 2016–17
ISSUE 7

1 Small is Beautiful
2 Your Love of the Land is 

Making All this Possible 
3 Final Push for Harveys’ 

Forest!
4 Remembering Don 

Green, “Mr. Great Bog”
5 Screen Time for 

Stewardship
5 “HAPPY TRAILS” Fall 

Fundraiser benefits 
Harveys’ Kennard Hill 
Forest and the Staff 
Polar Bear Plunge

6 Upcoming Events
6 Give Grandma’s Stock!
7 Give your loved ones 

the gift of FOREVER this 
Holiday

7 Keep Warm in a 
SELT Hat

continued on page 7

“ If I can help preserve  
even a small slice of  
New Hampshire’s working 
landscape, then I feel  
I’m making a difference.”

Above: Earlier this year students from Little Harbour School got up 
close to the cows at Bodwell Farm in Kensington. PHOTO BY SANDY CHAISSON
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Your Love of the Land is Making All this Possible 

A s 2016 comes to a close, SELT has 24 conservation projects under agreement (totaling over 
4,000 acres), with many critical projects for drinking water, wildlife, and farming expected to 

close by year end. These stories give you a glimpse at the lasting impacts your support is having on 
our region!

➊	McElheny – Ruth and Victor McElheny, long-time members and friends of the Strafford 
Rivers Conservancy’s founder Ashton Hallett, have pledged to donate ~27 acres to SELT 
in 2017. This gift of land, adjacent to the Franklin Preserve in Rollinsford and Dover, will 
grow the SELT ownership to 75 acres along this stretch of the Salmon Falls River. Look for 
more details in the Spring 2017 issue!

➋	Langley & Kennard Forest – Landowner Ron Kennard always hoped to conserve his 
family’s 42 acres on Steppingstone Lane in Lee. Owned by the Langley family since 1780 
and by the Kennard family since 1940, the land includes old pastures and forestland along 
the Oyster River – critical habitat and a public water supply for Durham. Ron intends 
to honor this heritage by gifting the land to SELT, to be known as the “Langley & 
Kennard Forest.” 

➌	Meeker – More land along the Wild and Scenic Lamprey River will be 
conserved this year thanks to the generosity of Sharon and David Meeker. 
Sharon, a long-time advocate of the Lamprey River through her work on 
the Lamprey River Advisory Committee and Lamprey River Watershed 
Association, was honored earlier this year with SELT’s Ashton Hallett 
Award for her dedication and commitment to conservation. The ease-
ment donation continues that leadership – and will ensure the protection 
of ~15 acres and 2,200+ feet of shoreline along the Lamprey!

➍	Zanard – When 70 acres on Ledge Farm Road in Nottingham went on the 
market in the fall of 2015, SELT knew we had to act quickly. This vital wild-
life habitat was another crucial piece in the vision of linking Pawtuckaway to 
Great Bay and lied adjacent to the Sweetser Farm and Harveys’ Kennard Hill 
Forest. Within a month, SELT reached an agreement to acquire the land 
from the Zanard brothers, who preferred a conservation outcome. Look 
for one of SELT’s newest reservations in 2017!

➎	Harveys’ Kennard Hill Forest – With your help, this big, 
wild, and rural landscape of 1,100 acres will be conserved by the 
end of 2016! See page 3 for more details.

➏	Rolfe – This conservation easement on 64 acres of forest, 
farmland, and wetlands in Auburn actually began as 
a promise made in March of 1978. As an oath to his 

Projects by color:  
red: wildlife 
blue: drinking water  
green: farming 

continued on next page
The Exeter River runs along the DeYoung-Fralic 
Conservation Area.
PHOTO CREDIT: JEREMY LOUGEE

2



Final Push for 
Harveys’ Forest!
SELTies and area residents are stepping up to the 

challenge of donating the final funds for the Harveys’ 
Kennard Hill Forest, 1,100 acres of critical forestland 
and wetlands in Epping and Nottingham (read more 
at www.seltnh.org or in our Fall newsletter). The gap is 
narrowing, with recent awards of $20,000 from Waste 
Management, $15,000 from the Fields Pond Foundation, 
and $15,850 contributed by attendees at the Fall Foliage 
Fundraiser. Now with just a few weeks to go until 
the December 31 deadline, SELT has under $250,000 
remaining to be raised to complete the conservation 
of this big, wild, and rural landscape. 
Dig deep and make a gift using the 
enclosed envelope or securely 
online at www.seltnh.org. Gifts 
of all sizes will make a difference, 
so please donate today!

grandmother when she sold him the land, Mickey Rolfe 
swore that he would protect the natural and scenic beauty of 
these family lands for future generations. In partnership with 
the Auburn Conservation Commission and SELT, Mickey 
fulfilled this promise in October of this year, selling an ease-
ment for nearly 50% less than its appraised value, a generous 
bargain sale. With this easement, a top priority of the Auburn 
Conservation Commission was conserved and a family 
promise fulfilled. 

➐	Windham Town Forest – With a resounding 81% of 
voters saying yes at the 2016 Town Meeting, Windham will 
be protecting 55 acres of forestland acquired as an addition 
to the Town Forest. The two parcels protect a public water 
supply and expand a large block of nearly 400 acres of 
conserved land.

➑	DeYoung-Fralic Conservation Area – What do an 
old gravel pit, shoreline on the Exeter River, and 400 acres 
of conserved land have in common? The DeYoung-Fralic 
Conservation Area! These 105 acres will become a new SELT-
owned reservation in 2017, protecting critical habitat for rare 
species and more than 3,700 feet along the Exeter River. 

➒	Monahan Farm – A pick-your-own paradise of fruit and 
veggies, the Monahan Farm is on track for a 2016 closing! 
Gifts from SELTies and the Lewis Family Conservation 
Foundation provided the final funds necessary for this 
farmland project – thank you! 

➓	Bodwell Farm – Dairy farms in Rockingham County and 
New Hampshire have fallen on especially challenging times, 
with the recent drop in milk prices and the crippling drought 
making milk production a losing proposition. In fact, 
since 1980 the number of dairies in Rockingham County 
dropped from 53 in 1982 to just 5 in 2016. That’s why SELT 
is especially proud to be working with the Bodwell family to 
conserve their 320 acres of pasture and woods through a two 
phased project. The first phase is on track for completion 
soon, with the second phase scheduled for 2017, contingent 
on raising the necessary funds.

Steve Poggi (L), and Bob Magnusson (R) of Waste 
Management joined SELT Executive Director Brian Hart 
at the Harveys’ Forest to present a ceremonial check 
for the company’s $20,000 gift to support the Harveys’ 
Forest. SELT was one of many local non-profits selected 
to receive proceeds from the company’s charity golf 
tournament, recently held in New Hampshire.
PHOTO COURTESY OF WASTE MANAGEMENT

$$
Double your  

donation!

Monahan Farm aerial view.
PHOTO CREDIT: EXETER ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATES, INC.

Lily pads in a wetland in Harveys’ Kennard Hill Forest.
PHOTO CREDIT: JERRY MONKMAN
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Remembering Don Green, “Mr. Great Bog”
By Robin Najar

The Seacoast conservation community recently lost a valued 
and inspirational member of our community. Don Green, 

retired professor of biochemistry at the University of New 
Hampshire and champion of conservation on the Seacoast, 
passed away this past July. Don was an early board member of 
the Seacoast Land Trust (before the merger with Rockingham 
Land Trust) and was instrumental in the conservation of 
Great Bog. 

Don began his love of nature and the outdoors as a young boy 
in the woods of the Hudson Valley and continued that passion 
in observing nature right here in the Seacoast. He enjoyed 
beekeeping in his backyard, visits to Great Bog, fly fishing at 
his camp at Lake Aziscohos, and birding trips around the world 
including Guyana. 

When Great Bog was under threat of housing development, 
Don sprang into action. In many ways, he led the charge for 
its protection by attending and speaking at the many meetings 
concerning the development and speaking with city and conser-
vation leaders. He was so effective in his push for preservation of 
Great Bog, because he knew what a great resource it was for the 
plants and animals that called it home. When all but one permit 
had been approved for the development of Great Bog, Don was 
able to persuade the Army Corp of Engineers to withdraw their 
application. The development of Great Bog was halted, and in 
April 2001 the property became the first conservation easement 
held by the nascent Seacoast Land Trust. 

Don’s involvement with Great Bog didn’t end there. As a 
lifelong educator, Don was always interested in sharing the 
wonders of this land. He was responsible for organizing the first 
Bioblitz there and assisted a group of Portsmouth Middle School 
students in the creation and placement of birdhouses on the 
property. Don frequently led trips into the Bog for anyone who 
wanted to join him. He led early morning bird walks, spring 
walks to view the American Woodcock sky dance, and winter 
walks to see the deeryards. He had a vision for restoring the land 
and making it accessible by laying out trails. His enthusiasm and 
passion for this place earned him the moniker of Mr. Great Bog. 

While Don’s training was in biochemistry, his knowledge of 
the natural world was broad. Don mentioned once that if you 
understood biochemistry you could understand all of life here 
on Earth. This passion was demonstrated by his many activities 
and his commitment to conservation here on the Seacoast. Great 
Bog is an enduring legacy of Don, as well as the other conserved 
lands on the Seacoast. We will miss his passion and commit-
ment to the special places that we are lucky enough to call home. 

Special thanks to Danna Truslow, Dick Adams, Peter Britz, and 
Davis Finch for contributing their memories of Don.

Expanded and Improved Trails at Great Bog?

Don Green, standing on the rail line next to Great Bog, dressed 
for adventure. 
CREDIT: SELT ARCHIVE

As part of our effort to improve public access to 
conserved lands, SELT is in early discussions with the 
City of Portsmouth Conservation Commission regarding 
the creation and expansion of an improved trail system 
at Great Bog. The trail system could potentially connect 

to the intended rail trail on its eastern boundary and 
land owned by NH Fish and Game. SELTies interested in 
learning more or helping with this effort should contact 
Brian Hart, Executive Director by email: bhart@seltnh.org
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GOLD
C&J Motorcoach
Ledgewood Wealth Advisors, LLC
ReVision Energy
Waste Management

SILVER
Churchill’s Garden Center
Eric C. Mitchell & Associates, Inc.
The Hallett Family
Normandeau Associates, Inc.
The Provident Bank
Ransmeier & Spellman, PC
Wentworth by the Sea,  

Marriott Hotel & Spa

BRONZE
BCM Environmental & Land Law, PLLC
Bellamy Fields
Chinburg Properties
DTC Lawyers, Donahue, Tucker & 

Ciandella, PLLC

BRONZE, continued 
Exeter Environmental Associates, Inc.
Farm Credit East
Keystone Press
McEneaney Survey Associates, Inc. 
Pax World
Tritech Engineering Corporation
Truslow Resource Consulting, LLC

FRIEND
Altus Engineering, Inc. 
B.R. Jones Roofing Co.
Catherine Arakelian, Graphic Designer
Crafts Appraisal Associates, Ltd. 
East Coast Bio, Inc. 
Friends of Kingston Open Space
Graham Tire & Auto, Inc.
Madden Realtors
People’s United Bank
Ruffner Real Estate
Stephenson Strategic Communications

PLATINUM

THANK YOU to our generous & caring 
sponsors for making this event possible:

We’ve all heard that everyone – and 
especially kids – are getting too 

much “Screen Time” these days (and we 
tend to agree!) but here at SELT there’s a 
new kind of Screen Time that’s helping 
us monitor conservation easements more 
effectively and efficiently. 

Our Easement Stewardship depart-
ment is using new technology to enhance 
and streamline our easement monitoring 
process. This past spring SELT transi-
tioned to using tablets for collecting data 
during monitoring visits. The tablets have 
allowed us to ditch the handheld GPS, 
camera, and paper documents – and have 
all the same information and capabilities 
on one device!

During monitoring visits we use the 
tablets to view aerial photos, showing 
our location relative to the property 
boundaries. The tablet is equipped with 
an internal GPS chip, allowing the tablet 
to connect to satellites and provide an 
accurate location while disconnected 

from cellular data and Wi-Fi services.
We also use the tablets to record infor-

mation such as our monitoring route 
and locations of any new structures or 
improvements. If a photo is needed to 
document observations it can be taken 
and attached to the location. Also, rather 
than take hand-written notes in the field, 
we can type any necessary descriptions of 
our findings.

When back in the office, the infor-
mation we collected during our visit is 
transferred to our mapping software with 
the click of a button. We are then able to 
access the information and easily create 
maps to document our visit. 

In addition to all these features, the 
tablet is equipped with a great camera 
– so we are prepared to snap photos 
and video of beautiful landscapes, wild-
life, and interesting natural features we 
encounter. Additionally, we can use other 
apps with the tablet like About My Woods 
for flora and fauna identification.

This Screen Time has been going so 
well, that our Land Conservation staff 
are now using the tablets to collect data 
for Baseline Documentation Reports. So 
if you see us in the field with a tablet in 
hand, come and take a look – we’ll be 
happy to show you how it works!

Screen Time for Stewardship
Taking Technology into the Field

Andrew Moe, Seasonal Easement 
Steward, monitors a property using 
new technology.
PHOTO BY DEBORAH GOARD

“HAPPY TRAILS” Fall Fundraiser benefits Harveys’ 
Kennard Hill Forest and the Staff Polar Bear Plunge

We are enormously grateful for the support of our guests, 
donors, and sponsors of this year’s Fall Fundraiser on 

November 11th. Guests bid on over 120 items in the Silent 
Auction & 13 unique 
Live Auction offerings, 
and many participated in 
our annual Paddle Wave 
challenge. The evening 
raised $15,850 to conserve 
the Harveys’ Kennard Hill 
Forest, and nearly $14,000 
to support the SELT Staff 
Polar Bear Plunge – and 
to make these gifts even 
sweeter – these funds 
are being match by 
anonymous donors! It 
was a festive evening, and 
folks even got a close-up 
view of a real trail kiosk 
and benches from SELT 
properties. Thank you 
to all who came out for 
the party! 

Executive Director Brian Hart,  
in front of a trail kiosk and 
benches that were brought  
into Portsmouth Harbor Events 
to bring our “Happy Trails” 
theme to life!
PHOTO BY ISABEL ALEY
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Flatbread Benefit Night
Flatbread Company, 61 High St, 
Hampton NH · Tuesday January 17th 
2017 · 5–9pm
Join us for an evening of great food – and 
support our conservation work with your 
pizza order (take-out orders count too)! 
Flatbread Hampton will donate $3.50 of 
each large flatbread and $1.75 of each 
small flatbread to SELT. We hope to see 
you there!

Winter Wonderland Tree & Shrub 
Identification with Phil Auger
Burley Farm, 245 North River Rd, 
Epping · Saturday, January 28th 
2017 · 9–11am 
Join us for a winter tree and shrub 
identification workshop at the Burley 
Farm in Epping. This workshop is for 
all knowledge and skill levels. We’ll 
learn about how to use the 3 B’s – buds, 
branching and bark as well as site, form 

and ecology to help with woody plant 
identification during our long winter 
leafless season. Phil Auger, the SELT 
Land Manager, will lead the workshop. 
Group will meet at the Burley Farm. 

Snowshoe Tour of Harveys’ 
Kennard Hill Forest with 
Duane Hyde
Nottingham & Epping · Saturday, 
February 11th 2017 · 9–11:30am
Tour the vast and fabulous woods and 
wetlands that make up the 1,115-acre 
Kennard Hill Forest project, which is 
part of SELT’s “Pawtuckaway to Great 
Bay Greenway” initiative. We will cover 
a variety of terrain and hike up to the 
top of Kennard Hill, which will be the 
most challenging part of this moderately 
strenuous walk. Weather depending, 
snowshoes and/or crampons may be 
needed. We will meet at the end of 
French Road, off of Nottingham Square 
Road in Epping. 

Winter Wildlife Snowshoe  
with Emma Tutein
Burley Farm, Epping · Saturday, 
February 18th 2017 · 9–11am
Join UNH Cooperative Extension Field 
Specialist and SELT Board Member, 
Emma Tutein, on a snowshoe walk 
at the Burley Farm in Epping. This 
beautiful property contains fields, forest 
and wetland habitats, and is home to 
many winter wildlife species including 
fox, coyote, fisher, mink, and more! 
We’ll look for and learn how to identify 
various tracks and sign of wildlife 
throughout the property. The walk will 
take approximately 2 hours. Please bring 
snowshoes (snow permitting) and dress 
appropriately for the weather. 

For a complete calendar and more event details, please visit www.seltnh.org
We request registration for all events so please let us know you’re coming by emailing register@seltnh.org. 
Registration closes at noon on the day prior to the event, except where noted. Suggested donation to attend 
SELT’s outreach events is $5 per person and $10 per family. We hope you’ll come along!

Upcoming Events

Give Grandma’s Stock!

Maybe you own stock inherited from your grandmother, but have never sold it 
because the capital gains would be on nearly the entire sale price. Or maybe 

the recent rally in the stock market has your investment portfolio higher than you 
ever imagined. Either way, many donors should consider making a direct gift of 
appreciated securities – those stocks or other securities that have grown appreciably 
since first owned. Such a gift – made directly to a non-profit like SELT – allows the 
donor to deduct the full fair market value (and therefore up to 30% of your adjusted 
gross income) and avoids capital gains from the sale. If you are interested in learning 
more or making a gift of appreciated securities, please call Deputy Director Beverly 
Shadley at 603.658.9752. 

Land Conservation  
by the numbers

251 
Special Places

Conserved

14,709
Total Acres

11,031
Acres via 

Easement and 
Executory 
Interests

3,678 
Acres

Owned 
by SELT

As of November 17, 2016

Above: Panoramic view of Monahan 
Farm in East Kingston. 
PHOTO CREDIT: JEREMY LOUGEE

6



Board Members 
Roger Stephenson President, Stratham 
Sam Reid Vice President, Dover
Ann Smith Treasurer, Kensington 
Ann Welsh Secretary, Durham 
Don Briselden Exeter
Bill Campbell Exeter
Tom Chamberlin Exeter
Dan Clapp Madbury
Terry Coyle Portsmouth
Bob Eaton Rye
David Kirkpatrick Portsmouth
Scott Marion Rye
Linda McGivern Rollinsford
Robin Najar Portsmouth
Joan Pratt Exeter
Rick Russman Kingston
Laurie Smith Dover
Emma Tutein Madbury
Dan Wyand Portsmouth

Staff
Zoe Aldag Development & Outreach 

Coordinator
Isabel Aley Development and 

Communications Manager
Phil Auger Land Manager
Dani Christopher Conservation Easement 

Steward
Deborah Goard Easement Stewardship 

Director
Brian Hart Executive Director
Duane Hyde Land Conservation Director 
Jeremy Lougee Conservation Project Mgr. 
Kate MacKenzie Development Specialist
Emily Marshall Operations & Finance 

Specialist 
Andrew Moe Seasonal Conservation 

Easement Steward 
Bev Shadley Deputy Director 
David Viale Conservation Project Mgr.

Questions, Comments, Concerns?
To contact SELT, please call 603.778.6088 
or email info@seltnh.org.
6 Center St., PO Box 675, Exeter, NH 03833 
Website: www.seltnh.org
SELT VIEWS is published quarterly and is the 
newsletter of the Southeast Land Trust of New 
Hampshire. Edited by Isabel Aley and Brian Hart. 
Printed on recycled paper.

The Internal Revenue Service continues to 
recognize the Southeast Land Trust of New 
Hampshire as a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
organization, Tax ID number 02-0355374. 
Contributions are tax-deductible. 

 

Board & Staff

Give your  
loved ones the  
gift of FOREVER  
this Holiday

Scratching your head to figure 
out a gift for the person on 

your list who has it all? How about 
the gift of conserving our shared 
outdoor spaces – forever! With a Gift 
Membership to SELT, you can honor 
your friends’ and family members’ 
love of nature and land, and feel 
good about making a local impact. 
Membership donation amount is up 
to you. Simply click on “Give a Gift 
Membership” under the Support Us 
tab at www.seltnh.org or give us a 
call at 778.6088 to arrange your gift. 
Happy Holidays everyone! 

PHOTO CREDIT: ISABEL ALEY

Order 
online!

at the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
in Durham. It was while 
working on projects there that 
he first partnered with SELT 
and found himself drawn to 
the community focus and 
quality and number of projects 
SELT was able to oversee. That 
draw proved irresistible, and in 
2015, he joined SELT to work 
“ultra-locally.”

Although Jeremy works 
on land protection efforts of 
all types in our area, two of 
his current projects at SELT 
are local family farms – the Bodwell Farm in Kensington and the Monahan Farm 
in East Kingston. Both farms have been central fixtures in their respective towns for 
centuries, and both families maintain a strong connection to their land. And, despite 
the inequities and challenges of a global food system, these families have bucked the 
trend and continue to provide fresh food, open space, and a sense of tradition to their 
surrounding communities.

“There were days I would go sit down with the Bodwells in their kitchen, and the 
sounds, smells and conversations would bring me home. It means so much to me to 
be able to help these hard-working families protect their legacy through conservation 
easements, preserving their ability to pass their land down to future generations.”

Jeremy knows SELT’s work is crucial to conserving New Hampshire’s unique rural 
character. In addition to his work with SELT, Jeremy is proud to support the organiza-
tion as a member and monthly Evergreen donor. For Jeremy, it is simple: “Let’s try to 
save our farms and open spaces before they are just a nostalgic memory, a postcard, a 
motto on our license plate. These special places make our lives better, more secure, and 
more connected. Once a piece of farmland is developed, it will never go back to what 
it once was. If I can help preserve even a small slice of New Hampshire’s working land-
scape, then I feel I’m making a difference.”

Small is Beautiful continued from page 1

From L to R: Betty & Harry Bodwell, Jeremy, Hal 
Bodwell. Jeremy is the staff lead on the multi-phase 
conservation of the Bodwell Farm in Kensington, 
scheduled to be completed by the end of 2017.
PHOTO BY SANDY CHAISSON

Keep Warm in a 
SELT Hat

Show your SELTie spirit and stay toasty 
this winter – choose from SELT Brown or 

Bright Hunter Orange and wear it with pride. 
Also a great holiday gift for the outdoor 
enthusiasts in your life! 100% Acrylic, $12 
each. To order visit www.seltnh.org and 
choose “Buy SELT hats” in the drop-down 
menu under the Connect with Us tab. Or give 
us a call at 778.6088 if you’d like to stop in the 
office to purchase.
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Small Is Beautiful: A SELTie Profile
see page 1

Your Love of the Land is Making All this Possible 
see page 2

Snowshoers enjoy an outing at Harveys’ Kennard Hill Forest. 
PHOTO BY JERRY MONKMAN

Thank you for loving New Hampshire and supporting local conservation!


