
IN THIS ISSUE Resilient Lands Offer Hope as 
Climate Changes

As the world warms and climates change, many land trusts – including SELT – are seeking to protect 
“resilient” landscapes, usually large blocks of land which exhibit a wide diversity of natural values. 

Imagine a decade, or two, or five from now. What will be the effects of climate change on our local 
landscape? Will our springs be blessed with sap from sugar maples? Will our winters provide snow deep 
enough for skiing? Will moose and bobcats still thrive in our remote landscapes? How can we ensure that 
natural systems will stay intact and functioning for people and nature? 

These are questions that SELT has started asking as we consider the impacts of climate change locally. 
And with the support of our members and project partners, we’re working to conserve places that will 
remain vital wildlife habitat and continue to provide clean drinking water, flood storage, and other 
resources we all depend upon – even as the climate changes. 

SELT’s two largest projects to date are creating a more resilient landscape in New Hampshire, as the 
effects of climate change are being felt. Most of our state has warmed two to three degrees in the last 
century. Here and around the world, people and ecosystems are experiencing more record warm tempera-
tures, prolonged droughts, extreme flooding, frequent destructive storms, and rising sea level.1 

The 1,131-acre Harveys’ Kennard Hill Forest in Epping & Nottingham (conserved at the end of 2016) 
and the 1,500-acre Stonehouse Forest in Barrington, slated for conservation later this year, share many 
of the same characteristics that cause them to rank highly for climate resilience. Both are rich in diverse 
or unusual soils, terrain, and microtopography, and they exhibit this through a diversity of plants and 
animals that can be found on these properties. In addition, Harveys’ Kennard Hill Forest and Stonehouse 

1 NH climate information from “What Climate Change Means for New Hampshire” epa.gov, August 2016
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Good News  
for Local Food

As part of SELT’s focus on saving 
farmland for the future, we 

recently completed the conservation of 
two farms.

Monahan Farm in East Kingston 
is now under conservation easement 
with SELT, which ensures this special 
farm will be protected for the future. 
The farm will now be passed down to 
the next generation, Jeffrey Walker, 
who has been farming the land with his 
family for many years. Monahan Farm 
offers pick-your-own berries and a 
variety of fruits and vegetables at their 
farm stand during the growing season. 

Jeffrey Walker with his wife, Chris at 
Monahan Farm Stand.
PHOTO BY JEREMY LOUGEE

Also completed recently was the 
first phase of conserving Bodwell 
Farm in Kensington. The second 
and final phase of protecting this 
dairy farm is expected to finish 
by the end of 2017. Many thanks 
to our funding partners for these 
projects: Town of East Kingston, 
LCHIP – Land and Community 
Heritage Investment Program, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
NH Moose Plate Grant, Merrimack 
Conservation Partnership, and several 
foundations including the Lewis 
Family Conservation Foundation, the 
Russell Farm and Forest Conservation 
Foundation, and The 1772 Foundation, 
Inc. We also received gifts from private 
donors to help make these projects 
happen! 

Announcing a Lending Library 
for the Land

When The Stewardship Network: 
New England, an initiative of UNH 

Cooperative Extension, began three years 
ago, they reached out to conservation 
groups all over New Hampshire to find out 
what they needed most to make it easier 
to mobilize and work with volunteers. 
They heard again and again that one of 
the biggest needs was access to tools, tools, 
and more tools! From shovels to signs, 
and gloves to garden rakes, their partners 
and volunteers needed quality tools to care 
for NH’s lands and waters. After meeting 
with many conservation groups (including 
SELT) in the southeastern part of the 
state, an idea began to form for a shared 
tool program, like a lending library. It 
could provide critical tools and equipment 
to help carry out successful volunteer 
workdays throughout the region.

Having worked with The Stewardship 
Network: New England from the 
beginning, SELT saw an opportunity 
to be a key partner in helping to make 
this vision a reality. We’re excited to announce that we’ll be providing a home for 
the Stewardship Tool Library at Burley Farms in Epping. The Tool Library, which is 
planned to be up and running for the 2017 field season, will house the tools needed for 
volunteer workdays: shovels, weed wrenches, grub hoes, wheelbarrows, gloves, safety 
equipment, the list goes on. The tools will be available to borrow for anyone interested 
in doing stewardship work, with priority given to those working with volunteers!

We’ll be sure to let you know when The Stewardship Tool Library is complete. 
Keep an eye on the SELT Facebook page for updates, or sign up for The Stewardship 
Network: New England’s e-news at www.newengland.stewardshipnetwork.org/
join-network.

The Stewardship Tool Library at SELT’s 
Burley Farms is set to open this Spring. 
It will provide tools and equipment for 
volunteer workdays throughout the region.
PHOTO BY EMILY LORD/UNH COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

SELT’s Wish List
Do you have a used pick-up truck that you are thinking of selling or trading 
in? Consider donating it to SELT! We are in need of a truck to support our 
trail maintenance and property management. The ideal truck would have 
an 8' bed and less than 75,000 miles. 

SELT also needs a utility trailer, 
preferably with a 10' bed. To donate, 
contact Beverly Shadley, Deputy 
Director, at 778-6088.
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Growing the Musquash Conservation Area

Nearly 40 years ago, Londonderry residents envisioned 
the Musquash Conservation Area as a special place to 

enjoy nature, protect important land that filters drinking water, 
and steward critical habitat for abundant wildlife. Today the 
Musquash has grown to 1,400 acres of connected lands with 
20 miles of managed trails!

SELT, working with our partner the NH Fish and Game 
Department, hopes to add 175 acres to the Musquash network 
by conserving two key properties (see map). 

What makes these properties special enough to be added to 
the Musquash? These lands contain 1.5 miles of key public trails, 
including new access trails and the popular Heron Trail and the 
Shoots & Ladders Trail. Conserving these lands prevents the loss 
of these trails to development and helps ensure continued public 
use. The Musquash and these tracts include critical habitat for 
the New England Cottontail, as well as many other threatened 
or endangered species that require active management to thrive. 
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Other Conservation & Public Lands

Existing Trail Network

New Access Trail

Town Boundary
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Would you like to help?
SELT has raised 97% of the funds needed to 
complete this project. Area residents and lovers 
of the Musquash are being asked to close the gap 
by March 31, 2017. If you wish to help conserve 
this land forever, please donate using the enclosed 
envelope or visit the “Support Us” tab at  
www.seltnh.org.

Check our website for a field trip  
to the Musquash this summer!

Aerial photo of the northern Mathes tract taken by drone.  
PHOTO CREDIT: JERRY MONKMAN

Clean water starts in landscapes like the Musquash. Thousands 
rely on private wells and the Pennichuck water system, drinking 
water filtered by the Musquash’s forests and fed by wetlands and 
streams that flow from these lands. 

How will these lands be protected? SELT will hold a conser-
vation easement on the Doyle tract – ensuring it will not be 
developed or subdivided. The NH Fish and Game Department 
will own the Mathes tract, managing it for wildlife and public 
access for hunting and wildlife observation, and permitting the 
existing trails to be maintained.
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The management plan for SELT’s 
Burley Farms in Epping places a 

high priority on retaining and enhancing 
the high value wildlife habitats found 
there. The 237-acre property is mostly 
composed of mature forests that have 
been managed well for decades, and these 
forests are slated to continue on that 
path. The management focus is on areas 
that have not been forested for very long, 
or that are just now reverting to woods 
after being actively farmed in the past. In 
a state that has more than 80% of its land 
base covered by forests, it’s important 
that we begin to focus more attention on 
these non-forested habitats.

At Burley Farms, these include two 
old hay fields that are connected by a low 
lying meadow, a young white pine forest 
abutting some of the actively managed 
hay land, and an old potato field that was 
planted to red pines and Christmas trees 
around 1970. The plan recommends that 
these areas be clear cut now and that in 
the future, SELT manage these areas as 
shrub or young forest thickets, or as old 
field habitats.

Drivers on Route 125 in Epping 
undoubtedly noticed when the project 
began last summer as the view was 
dramatically enhanced from the road to 
the 45-acre beaver pond. A whole tree 
chipping crew, working with our forester 

Charlie Moreno and property manager 
Phil Auger, harvested the 13-acre white 
pine stand mentioned previously. This 
was an actively used pasture until about 
1970 and the trees are now 45 feet tall. 
Most of the white pine is in poor condi-
tion due to repeated attacks by the 
white pine weevil, a native beetle that 
causes the trunk of affected trees to 
have multiple, twisted stems with little 
economic value making the decision to 
clear cut this stand much easier. Whole 
tree chipping is a fully mechanized (no 
chain saws) harvesting technique in 
which low value trees are chipped. The 
chips are sent to one of the numerous 
biomass burning plants in the region that 
generate electricity.

While the change in the landscape 
is dramatic, we anticipate that within 
a short time, sprouts and dense new 
growth will green up this area due to 
these fertile farm soils. In order to keep 
this area young and dense – the target 
habitat – periodic “mowing” with a 
mechanical, small tree grinder will be 
required at five to ten year intervals. Stay 
tuned for opportunities to visit the Burley 
Farms and see the transformation.

To learn more about the ways in which 
sustainable forest management benefits 
wildlife visit www.youngforest.org or 
www.extension.unh.edu/Shrublands.

“Haircut” for Wildlife Habitat  
at Burley Farms

Save the 
Dates!
National Trails Day
Saturday, June 3rd 2017 
Volunteer to help repair and restore 
trails or join a SELT-led hike – check 
out the website in May for details and 
to sign up!

Annual Conservation 
Celebration & Annual 
Meeting
Alnoba in Kensington, NH · 
Wednesday, June 14th 2017 · 
6pm

Hold the date for your chance to 
visit this unique green building 
and property! Alnoba is a beautiful 
gathering place situated on 400 acres 
of serene woodlands in Kensington. 
Nature, art, and commitment to 
sustainability provide a magical 
environment. Learn more at  
www.alnoba.org

Alnoba in Kensington, NH.
PHOTO COURTESY OF ALNOBA

Members of the Burley Farms Visioning Committee explore areas undergoing wildlife 
habitat enhancement. PHOTO BY EMMA TUTEIN
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Land Conservation  
by the numbers

$1 Million Awarded for 
Stonehouse Forest

The proposed 1,500-acre Stonehouse Forest in Barrington just got one step closer 
to being a reality with the announcement of a $1 million Federal grant from the 

National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant Program, administered by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS). The grant, awarded to NH Fish and Game Department, 
will support the Department’s partnership with SELT to conserve this expansive 
and unfragmented forestland. This award demonstrates the national significance 
of the Stonehouse Forest and its importance to the public for clean water and vital 
wildlife habitat. We expect this project to be completed later in 2017. Stay tuned 
for updates!

Harveys’ Kennard Hill Forest 
is Conserved Forever!

We are thrilled to share that SELT and our partners (NH Fish and Game 
Department, the towns of Epping and Nottingham, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, LCHIP – the Land and Community Heritage Investment Program, and 
the State Conservation Committee Conservation Grant Program) closed on the 
conservation easement with the Harvey family to save over 1,100 vital acres. And 
thanks to the more than 270 people and businesses who contributed, we successfully 
raised the necessary funds to conserve and steward this land for future generations!

Conserving this land will protect water quality by conserving wetlands and two miles 
of streams, guarantee public access for hiking with a trail system created by SELT, main-
tain the rural character of Epping and Nottingham, and conserve critical wildlife habitat 
for moose, bobcat, and more. Thank you to all who donated and supported this project!

Recent LCHIP 
Awards Expand 
Public Access 
and Protect 
Farmland

LCHIP – the Land and 
Community Heritage Investment 

Program continues to be a critical 
partner in advancing significant 
conservation projects in our region. 
This past December LCHIP awarded 
grants to the Town of Salem for its 
165-acre expansion of the Salem 
Town Forest and the Town of 
Barrington for the conservation of 
the 53-acre Barr property along the 
Isinglass River, which includes the 
popular Barrington Trail. For both 
of these projects, SELT will hold the 
eventual conservation easement. 
SELT was directly awarded funding 
for the Growing the Musquash 
initiative in Londonderry (see 
page 3) and for the second 
phase of conserving the Bodwell 
Farm in Kensington. Please be 
sure you express your support for 
the continued funding of LCHIP 
through the state’s biennial budget!

A snowshoe adventure at the proposed Stonehouse Forest. PHOTO BY JERRY MONKMAN

255 
Special Places

Conserved

15,991
Total Acres

12,313
Acres via 

Easement and 
Executory 
Interests

3,678 
Acres

Owned 
by SELT

As of February 15, 2017
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Wild & Scenic Film Festival 
The Music Hall Historic Theater, 
Portsmouth, NH · Friday, April 14th 
2017 · 7–9pm
Experience a unique collection of 
handpicked films, which explore and 
celebrate our shared natural world and 
tell amazing stories of the human-nature 
connection. 

Tickets are $19 and can be purchased 
at the Music Hall, 28 Chestnut Street, 
Portsmouth (additional service fee 
applies to web and phone orders) or in 
person at SELT’s offices in downtown 
Exeter. This is a sell-out show, so buy 
your tickets early! 
PHOTO CREDIT ABOVE: WSFF

Vernal Pool Earth Day 
Exploration
Pawtuckaway River Reservation, 
Epping · Saturday, April 22nd 2017 · 
9–11am
Do you love frogs and salamanders? 
Join Emma Tutein, SELT Board member 
and UNH Cooperative Extension staff 
member, for a fun and educational vernal 
pool visit. You’ll get an up-close look at 
these unique wetlands and the critters 
that rely on them during this family-
friendly walk.

Birding at the Piscassic 
Greenway
Newfields · Saturday, May 13th 
2017 · 6–10am
Join Roger Stephenson and Patience 
Chamberlin for SELT’s annual spring 
birding trip. We’ll meet promptly at 6am 
at the Piscassic Greenway trail kiosk on 
Bald Hill Road in Newfields. Geared 
for the beginner and challenging for the 
intermediate as well, we’ll explore six 
different bird habitats. Be sure to bring 
binoculars, water, snacks, and dress for the 
weather. Registration is limited to 20 spots.

Grand Opening of the Mast Road 
Natural Area Trail Network
Epping · Saturday, May 20th 2017 · 
9–11am
Celebrate the new trail guide and kiosk 
at our 530-acre Mast Road Natural Area. 
Explore nearly three miles of scenic 
trails and learn about the interesting 

cultural and agricultural history of this 
unique property! Ribbon cutting at 9am, 
followed by a guided walk with Land 
Manager, Phil Auger. 

The Amazing Moose
Alnoba in Kensington · Wednesday, 
May 31st 2017 · 6–7pm
Kristine Rines, a NH native, is an 
internationally recognized moose 
biologist. A leader in innovative moose 
management, she is a recipient of the 
National Wildlife Federation’s Women 
in Conservation Award. She has been 
with the NH Fish and Game Department 
for 34 years, 32 of those years as their 
Moose project leader. This presentation 
will explore the New Hampshire moose, 
including life cycle, history in the state, 
current condition, recent management, 
and research results. 

For a complete calendar and more event details, please visit www.seltnh.org
Registration for SELT’s field trips is easier than ever through our website. For a complete calendar, and to register, visit  
www.seltnh.org (“News and Events” tab). Registration closes at noon on the day prior to the event, except where noted. 
Suggested donation to attend SELT’s outreach events is $5 per person and $10 per family. We hope you’ll come along! 

Upcoming Events

Emma shows field trip participants an 
egg mass found in a vernal pool.
PHOTO CREDIT: STAFF

Our wildlife camera captured moose on 
a SELT property.

Wild & Scenic Film Festival
Friday, April 14th 2017
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Board & Staff

Forest cover vast areas that are well connected to other conservation lands, creating 
corridors for wildlife and ample blocks of undeveloped land for filtering water. They 
exhibit a rare combination of these qualities, which sets them apart from many other 
lands in conservation and makes them uniquely valuable for our future. 

“What we have learned from our project partners working on climate resilience 
conservation is that we need to conserve the “stage”, not necessarily the species,” 
explains Duane Hyde, SELT’s Land Conservation Director. “Species composition is 
going to the change with the climate, but if we can conserve those places that have 
physical qualities that cause the landscape to harbor a diversity of species now, they will 
likely continue to harbor a diversity into the future even with climate change.” 

One of SELT’s key partners on both projects is the Open Space Institute (OSI), 
a national conservation organization. OSI has provided grant support through its 
Resilient Landscapes Initiative2 to protect both properties because they lie within areas 
identified as highly resilient landscapes. “It’s rare to have an opportunity to conserve 
properties of this scale in southeastern New Hampshire, where population and devel-
opment pressures are high,” says Jennifer Melville, OSI’s Vice President of Conservation 
Grants and Loans. “And the combination of large acreage and connectivity to other 
conservation lands makes these projects especially valuable for climate resiliency in the 
state and wider region.” 

Knowing that our environment is changing, it’s important to take steps now to 
preserve our future. “Putting a climate lens on land conservation is a smart invest-
ment for land trusts,” says Melville. Many thanks to SELT’s members and supporters 
for making investments in this work, and ensuring strategic conservation is happening 
today, for the benefit of tomorrow. 

2 SELT’s Stonehouse Forest and Harveys’ Kennard Hill Forest were both supported through the Open Space Institute’s 
Resilient Landscapes Initiative, which is made possible with funding from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation. The 
Resilient Landscapes Initiative seeks to build capacity of land trusts working to respond to climate change.  

Resilient Lands Offer Hope continued from page 1

GoPro, HERO, Karma, Session and their respective logos are trademarks or registered trademarks of GoPro, 
Inc. GoPro is not a participant in or sponsor of this promotion.

NEW Member Referral Program—you could 
win a GoPro Camera & solar charger!
We’re asking you – beloved SELTies – to use the power of your referral 
to engage more people in our mission and make a greater impact! 

Refer a new member to SELT between now and June 10th, 2017 and you’ll 
be entered for a chance to win a new GoPro HERO Session™ waterproof 
camera to document your adventures. As an added bonus, you’ll also win a 
solar charger, donated by our friends at ReVision Energy! The raffle drawing 
will take place at our Conservation Celebration at Alnoba on June 14th. 

Visit www.seltnh.org for details and options for how to refer a friend.

See the trail in a new way
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Resilient Lands Offer Hope as Climate Changes
see page 1

“Haircut” for Wildlife Habitat at Burley Farms 
see page 4

Calling all SELTies— 
Spring Membership Drive!
Annual SELT membership dues are due  
by June 30, 2017. 

Get a jump on your renewal and save paper 

by returning the enclosed envelope with your 

annual contribution. 

Or, if you’ve been thinking of joining the  

Evergreen Member program with easy monthly 

gifts, join at www.seltnh.org (“Support Us” tab)  

or give us a call at 603-778-6088. 

Becca O’Brien of Portsmouth with her three daughters.  COURTESY PHOTO 

“What does SELT mean to you?” 

“ I love being outside – running on trails, snowshoeing through the woods or walking with my girls, admiring our beautiful trees and the critters that inhabit these lands. Because of SELT’s work we can take for granted access to these shared outdoor spaces, unspoiled views, and clean waters. To think my support helps to conserve these special places makes me a very happy green citizen!” 
—Becca O’Brien, SELT Member and Volunteer


