
IN THIS ISSUE Burley Farm: A Future Unfolding

Completing a decade of discussions, this past 
November SELT acquired the Burley Farm 

and Haley Woods from the Burley Family of 
Epping. More than 220 acres of rolling fields have 
been conserved along with wetlands, forestland 
and beaver ponds. The purchase also includes the 
circa 1790 John Prescott Chase Farmhouse and a 
modern barn. 

“For over 250 years Epping has been a special 
place for the Burley Family,” explains Nancy 
Burley Chase. “The property has been passed 
down to us from our ancestors and we are pleased 
that the wonderful woods and fields that have 
meant so much to us over the years will remain 
protected. We now know this beautiful property 
will be preserved and enjoyed by many people for 
years to come.”

“SELT is fortunate to partner with such 
generous landowners as the Burleys, who sold 
the Burley Farm and Haley Woods to SELT 
for far less than their appraised value, making 
our ownership possible,” explains Brian Hart, 
Executive Director of SELT. 

“The acquisition represents the completion 
of one phase and the beginning of another for 
the Burley Farm, as SELT considers the prop-
erty’s future and how the farm, its buildings, and 
its landscape can meet the needs of the Epping 
community and the region.” 

Funding for the purchase was provided 
by the NH Land and Community Heritage 
Investment Program, Lamprey River Wild and 
Scenic Subcommittee, US Natural Resources 
Conservation Services Agricultural Land 
Easement Program, the NH State Conservation 
Committee’s Moose Plate Grant program, and 
many private foundations.

For the Burleys, “SELT’s plan to eventu-
ally partner with a farmer to farm the land is 
the real gift,” notes Juliet Mason-Burley. “Our 
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“ We now know this beautiful 
property will be preserved 
and enjoyed by many people 
for years to come.”
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Preserving Pastures in Kensington
By Tracey Miller

In the summer of 1928, Harold 
Willard Bodwell and his wife 

Dorothy drove their cattle up by work 
horse from Methuen, Massachusetts 
to their new 180-acre farm in 
Kensington, New Hampshire. They 
bought the land for $8,000. Within 
a year, the stock market crashed and 
their house wasn’t worth what they 
paid for it for another 35 years. 

Their grandson, Harold Willard 
Bodwell III (aka Hal), is amazed at 
how they managed to stay afloat. 
“In the old days you had to be diversified. They had chickens, 
milking cows, beef cows, sheep and they also grew raspberries 
and blueberries to pay the taxes with,” he said. 

Since then, six generations of the Bodwells, including Hal’s 
nine-year-old grandson, have lived on the farm. To preserve 
the family land, the Bodwell family has agreed to permanently 
conserve 105 acres of their farm located just behind the original 
farmstead, barns, and milking parlor. Several family members 
also own another 200 acres on the north side of Stumpfield 
Road, and SELT hopes to one day protect that land as well.

Bodwell Farm is the largest working farm in Kensington, 
but beyond the boundaries of the farm, the Bodwells lease and 
manage over 600 acres of open fields in the area for haying and 
grazing. Loss of the land to development would cause a ripple 
effect throughout the surrounding communities and threaten 
the open space, field habitats and rural countryside for miles 
outside their property.

Their property is surrounded by 2,000 acres of unfragmented 
landscape, with two conservation focus areas on either side of 
the farm, making it a critical wildlife corridor that would be 
lost forever if developed. The pastures and woodlands provide 
significant habitat opportunities for wildlife, including a variety of 
bird species such as bluebirds, meadowlarks, and American gold-
finches as well as wild turkeys and foxes. NH Fish & Game ranks 
the farm among the top three tiers of wildlife habitat in the state.

The Bodwells are committed to protecting the local wild-
life. Each year they leave at least seven acres of pasture on 
their farm untouched by mower so that bobolinks and other 

ground-nesting bird species might have the space to escape 
predators and successfully rear their young during nesting 
season.

Jeremy Lougee, SELT’s Conservation Project Manager who 
is overseeing the Bodwell project, sees the bigger implications 
of the loss of these century-old farms. “The loss of farmland 
to development can be a slow but insidious process, changing 
the look and feel of our landscape forever. These farms give the 
Seacoast its rural character and help to anchor our region to its 
agrarian roots.”

Provided folks don’t disturb the cows, the property is open 
for the neighbors to enjoy. “We want the land to always be open 
to the community and we encourage people to use it,” said 
Hal. “I enjoy when the neighbors are out cross-country skiing, 
horseback riding or walking. My father and I have always felt a 
responsibility to allow people to enjoy it.” 

Hal loves being a dairy farmer, but at age 66, the 70–80 hour 
work weeks have caught up with him and he’s ready to spend 
more time with his wife and family. 

He has succeeded in maintaining his dairy operations for many 
years even through tough economic times. But, due to a low feed 
supply from the recent drought, and the economic forecast, he has 
decided to downsize his herd to 50 milkers. Hal will continue the 
farm’s haying operation both at home and beyond.

He’s not sure what the land has in store for it, but he’ll take 
comfort in knowing the fertile soils that he, his father, and his 
grandfather have cared for will remain productive and protected 
forever.

“In 50 years it could be open land with people doing vege-
table farming, horse farming, or just haying the land. Who 
knows,” he said. “With the easement protecting it, it will give 
somebody the opportunity to do something other than grow 
houses.”

Hal Bodwell.  
PHOTO CREDITS: SANDY CHAISSON

“ In 50 years it could be open land with people 
doing vegetable farming, horse farming, or 
just haying the land. Who knows,” he said. 
“With the easement protecting it, it will give 
somebody the opportunity to do something 
other than grow houses.”
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Burley Farm continued from page 1

grandfather, Harry B. Burley, really loved the homestead, the fields and the forests, and 
he did what he could to preserve them. Our children, their children and their descen-
dants will all be able to visit land once owned by the Burleys and be proud of the uses 
it has been put to.”

SELT is currently exploring options for how to best utilize the farm and the buildings 
and is soliciting input from potential partners and community stakeholders. Options 
on the table for consideration include youth and adult nature education programs, a 
community farm, and a public trail system. The farm is located off Route 125 north of 
Route 87.

The future is bright and wide open at the Burley Farm. Look for your chance to 
explore it at an upcoming field trip on SELT’s website.

Absolute Resource 
Associates 
Donates Expertise 
at Burley Farm

While SELT is an expert at 
natural resources, we know 

we’re not experts with buildings and 
their potential hazards – including 
those posed by a 200+ year old 
farmhouse. Thankfully, Portsmouth-
based Absolute Resource Associates 
(ARA) responded to our request for 
help and generously contributed more 
than $5,000 in technical services 
to evaluate the farmhouse and 
outbuildings at the Burley Farm for 
lead paint, mold, and asbestos. 

For ARA, it was an easy decision 
to donate their professional services. 
“We’ve been following SELT’s 
activities for the past few years and are 
thrilled that they are so committed to 
preserving the beauty and viability of 
our local environmental resources,” 
comments Guy Sylvester, CEO of 
Absolute Resource Associates. “When 
they called us about the Burley Farm, 
we were happy to support their project 
by donating our time and services. 
The historic Burley farmhouse is 
in need of some TLC, and in order 
to move forward with any plans for 
renovation and preservation, it was 
necessary to evaluate the building for 
lead, mold and asbestos. ARA donated 
our services because ARA and SELT 
share many of the same objectives, 
as well as a common passion for 
preserving and promoting a clean, 
healthy environment.” 

Absolute Resource Associates of 
Portsmouth is an environmental 
services firm, helping individuals, 
businesses, and governments deal 
with issues related to contaminants in 
their soil, water, & air such as mold, 
lead, asbestos, VOCs, PCBs and 
more. Your business can contribute to 
SELT’s mission too – through spon-
sorships or donated services. Contact 
Beverly Shadley, Deputy Director, 
at 603.658.9752 to discuss available 
options.

Partnerships for the Burley Farm are already unfolding. 
This December students from the Epping Middle School 
painted plywood panels with murals of farm life and 
the outdoors. The plywood panels were installed by 
volunteers, including employees from Revision Energy 
of Brentwood, to protect the unoccupied building from 
potential vandalism. PHOTO CREDITS: EPPING MIDDLE SCHOOL ART PROGRAM
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Kate Donald owns Stout Oak 
Farm with her husband Jeff 
in Brentwood. Their land was 
purchased in 2011 after being 
conserved by a conservation 
easement held by SELT. For more 
information about the farm, visit 
www.stoutoakfarm.com.

Winston Lyford told us that 
when he was a boy growing 

up on the farm in the 1940s and 
1950s, his mother grew peas and 
corn out behind the house. He 
remembers melons growing in the 
field across the street, and apple 
trees on the south-facing slope. They 
raised sheep, and tapped the maple trees. 

His father milked cows, and made 
butter in a creamery right here on the 
farm. Winston, his brother Lawrence, and 
their siblings were the ninth generation of 
their family to grow up on this Brentwood 
land that we are now lucky to call home. 

The first dairy herd grazed the pastures 
here in the early 1800s. Farming was a 
common profession in those days, when 
working farms made up much of the rural 
landscape. We find ourselves wondering 
what life was like on the farm in those 
early years, before conveniences like elec-
tricity or tractors. Did they work with 
horses or oxen? Where did they sell the 
milk and butter they produced? What did 
their root cellar look like? What varieties 
of apples were they growing? What was 
it like to be a farm kid, growing up on 
a New Hampshire dairy farm in 1810? 
1900? 1940?

No matter the year, spring was surely an 
exciting time on the Lyfords’ dairy farm, 
with the grass greening up, and the cows 
heading back out to pasture. Our first 
spring here in 2012, I remember walking 
the fields, eyeing out the flattest, least 
rocky sections that might have potential 
as future vegetable fields. The land had 
long been managed as grazing pastures 
and hayfields. Now we were going to try 
to cultivate the soil, dig out the rocks, and 
grow vegetables. Oh, the rocks. 

That was the spring this place became 
a working farm again. We hung up our 
“Stout Oak Farm” sign, put up our green-
house, and renovated part of the dairy 
barn to create a space for our Farm Store. 

We planted four acres of organic 
vegetables and put our first flock of 
chickens out on pasture. Our neigh-
bors welcomed us warmly, many 
stopping by to wish us luck, and say 
how pleased they were to see the 
land being farmed again. 

Four years later, Stout Oak Farm 
continues to grow and thrive. After 
a 50-year hiatus, this land is back 
in production, once more growing 
food for the community. Quiet 
hayfields have given way to a busy 
organic vegetable farm. The land-
scape is now dotted with chickens, 

tractors, long rows of vegetable crops – 
and people constantly moving around the 
farm, doing the work of growing the food. 

Our CSA (Community Supported 
Agriculture) program is popular with 
many local families who are motivated to 
eat healthy, eat with the seasons, and feel 
good about making a commitment to a 
local farm. Each week starting in June, 
our Farm Store opens up. Customers 
can choose to set up a “store credit”, a 
more flexible spin on the traditional 
CSA model. 

Our customers find us at the Exeter 
Farmers’ Market in the summer and 
the Seacoast Eat Local Winter Farmers’ 
Market during the winter. In 2014, we 
teamed up with Heron Pond Farm and 
Meadow’s Mirth to create a new local 
food distribution cooperative called Three 
River Farmers’ Alliance. Our three farms, 
along with Tuckaway Farm and Kellie 
Brook Farm now supply over 45 restau-
rants, hospitals, schools, and stores in the 
greater Seacoast area. 

While farming in 2016 is certainly a 
lot different than in the 1800s or even 
the 1940s, we think Lawrence and his 
ancestors would be happy too that this 
land is once again thriving, growing food 
for people. 

The Evolution of a New Hampshire Farm
By Kate Donald

Photos (top to bottom): 

The barn burned down around 1938 and 
a new barn was built that still remains.

One of the Lyford kids with their 
family dog.

Kate Donald and her farm manager 
Julia Holup.

A new greenhouse will help extend the 
growing season.

Four years later, Stout 
Oak Farm continues to 
grow and thrive. After a 
50-year hiatus, this land it 
back in production, once 
more growing food for 
the community.
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Before the Leaves
By Emma Tutein

It doesn’t take much motivation to get me outside in any 
season, but there are certain times of year when nature 

provides a little extra incentive.
In early spring, there’s a short window of time that’s 

easy to miss; after all the snow has melted, saturating rich 
forest soils, the trees still without leaves, allowing the full 
warmth of the sun to hit the ground. The subtle browns 
of last fall’s leaves give way to green as the forest floor 
comes back to life. It may still seem a dull time of year, 
but there is a lot to see in the forest before the leaves.

This is the time to get out in the woods to observe some 
of our shortest-lived wildflowers: spring ephemerals. As 
their name alludes, these species of wildflower only bloom 
in the early spring and for a short period of time. They are quite a sight, often carpeting 
the forest floor with clouds of white, pink, or yellow, providing early food for pollinators 
before fading away into the shade of the forest’s trees as spring progresses.

And though there are relatively few species that fall into the category of spring 
ephemeral, I can never seem to remember the names of all of them. I often find myself 
referring back to my trusty wildflower field guide to refresh my memory, a ritual I 
quite enjoy. The wood anemones, often arriving first, are followed by trout lilies, foam 
flower, goldthread, spring beauties, starflower, and trillium. They look as beautiful as 
they sound. 

Early spring is also the time to observe all manner of warblers, small colorful 
birds, some arriving for the season, and others simply passing through on their way 
north. Once the forest is full of leaves, I’m no longer privy to easy views of these birds. 
Watching the tops of the trees intently with binoculars, I might spy yellow-rumped 
warblers and northern parulas gleaning insects off tree branches, or a palm warbler 
hopping on low branches in front of me. After the leaves come, I’ll need to learn their 
songs if I ever hope to get a glimpse, a feat that requires more practice than a quick 
glance at my field guide, but one I pursue none the less.

Spring is a busy season as we all emerge from various states of hibernation, but it’s a 
great time to get outside to witness the changing season. So grab your field guide, your 
binoculars, and a careful ear and head out into the woods to enjoy these fleeting beauties.

Become a monthly sustaining 
member of SELT and help save 
the outdoors for all to experience! 

Join the Evergreen Member Program 
with a monthly gift of your choice 
and enjoy special Evergreen Member 
perks throughout the year – it’s easy 
to sign up at seltnh.org under the 
“Support Us” tab. Thank you!

SELT Welcomes New Deputy Director! 

Bev Shadley joined our team in 
December to oversee development and 

outreach programs and help guide SELT’s 
strategic direction and operations. 

She has extensive experience working 
with nonprofits and spent the past four 
years as a private consultant advising 
organizations like the New Hampshire 
Charitable Foundation, City Year New 
Hampshire, New Hampshire Listens (a 
program of the Carsey School for Public 
Policy at the University of New Hampshire) 
and many others. 

Before that, Bev worked for nonprofits 
for 22 years as an educator and fundraiser.  
She helped raise funds for the capital 
campaign for the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests and the 
Mt. Agamenticus to the Sea Conservation in York, Maine. Bev is a graduate of the 
University of New Hampshire’s environmental conservation program. 

Bev Shadley

Good News 
for Easement 
Owners

Congress passed a new bill in 
December 2015 to make it 

much more financially viable for 
landowners to donate easements by 
providing them tax benefits. The 
bill makes the enhanced federal 
tax incentive for donations for 
conservation easements permanent. 

This incentive, which received 
bipartisan support, represents a big 
win for conservation, land owners, 
and for the land trust community. 
Once signed into law the incentive 
will be applied retroactively to start 
Jan. 1, 2015. For more details go to 
www.landtrustalliance.org.

Land Conservation  
by the numbers

Evergreen 
Member Program

242
Special Places

Conserved

14,131
Total Acres

10,447
Acres via 

Easement and 
Executory 
Interests

3,684
Acres

Owned by the
Land Trust

As of January 12, 2016

Star Flower. 
PHOTO CREDIT: EMMA TUTEIN
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Ten years ago this April, SELT, the Town 
of Newfields, and Trust for Public Land 

(TPL) completed a monumental effort to 
acquire the Piscassic Greenway. People 
rallied to save the land and its features: oak 
woodlands, beaver wetlands, scenic trails, 
Piscassic River frontage, drinking water 
sources, and wildlife corridors. 

Today the Piscassic Greenway in 
Newfields and Newmarket encompasses 
444 contiguous acres that include the 
original 316 acres, the 69-acre Cole Farm 
(also conserved in 2005), and the more 
recently conserved 59-acre Tucker property. 
Visitors explore the trails, look for wildlife, 
find quiet places, or go for vigorous exer-
cise. Phil Auger, SELT’s property manager, 
is pleasantly surprised at just how many 
people visit the Greenway. Newfields 
residents especially seem to relish their 
proximity to the Piscassic Greenway.

Rebecca Watts, who lives 
on Old Lee Road, says the 
Greenway is an integral part 
of her physical and emotional 
health. About 4–5 times a week 
she walks, runs, or skis the 
trails. Sometimes she encoun-
ters other people, but just as 
often she meets wildlife on the 
trail. “On my early morning 
runs I’ve watched owls fly 
silently into the trees above my 
head, seen porcupines trundle 
along the trail unconcerned, 
and once I saw a fisher draped 
across a limb looking down at 
me warily,” says Watts. “The 
Piscassic Greenway is my 
favorite and most enduring  
part of living in Newfields.”

People venture onto the 
Greenway on foot, snowmo-
biles, skis, fat tire bicycles, snowshoes, horseback; with and 
without dogs; alone, in pairs or in groups. The main gateway to 
the Greenway is via the Mraz Trailhead at a small parking lot off 
Bald Hill Road. From there, the 1.2-mile Mraz Loop Trail passes 
through a meadow, crosses a wetland, and winds through rolling 
woods into the heart of the Greenway. This winter I watched 
Northeast Passage staff push a disabled young man from 
Newfields on a kick sled across the snow on the Mraz Trail. The 
Greenway is accessible to people of all levels of abilities.

Many visitors also enter from the 
Rockingham Recreational Trail, where 
the yellow-blazed Byrne Trail runs 
north/south through the Greenway and 
provides access to other trails. Annette 
and Charlie Pettengill live in Newfields 
along the Recreational Trail and visit often. 
Annette says, “The Greenway has added 
a whole other realm to our quality of life 
in Newfields. We walk, bike, snowmobile, 
or hunt and always see or hear something 
interesting: a whippoorwill’s call, coyotes 
crossing the trail, snakes curled up in a 
rocky communal den, sunlit forest floor, 
or the bobcat that sat at the top of our 
driveway then ambled off down the trail 
toward the Greenway – it is a special place.”

In 2005, this special place was slated for 
102 house lots and condo complexes and 
two miles of paved roads winding through 
the woods. It was expected to generate 

250 more car trips per day on 
Halls Mill Road. The developer 
was nearing final approval 
for the proposed subdivision. 
Fortunately, just in time, SELT, 
the Town and hundreds of 
donors intervened and the land 
was conserved, for all to enjoy 
as open space.

Mike Price lives next to 
another entrance at the end 
of Halls Mill Road. Besides 
the personal joy that he gets 
from walking on the trails, 
Price thinks everyone in town 
still feels that conserving the 
Greenway was a good decision. 

The sentiment that it was 
the right decision rings true 
for Steve Shope, the Newfields 
Conservation Commission 
chair. “The Greenway continues 

to be a great benefit to our community and the region providing 
an opportunity for people, including families, to get outside, in 
the woods, in nature.”

On one of my own recent visits, I met a young couple at 
the Mraz Trailhead. They had walked two miles from their 
Newmarket home to check out the trails for the first time. I 
oriented them to the property before they set off excitedly 
through the meadow to explore the Greenway. In time, they too 
will compile their own unique Greenway stories. 

The Piscassic Greenway Turns Ten
By Ellen Snyder

“ The Piscassic is my favorite and most 
enduring part of living in Newfields.”
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Board Members 
Roger Stephenson President, Stratham
Terry Coyle Vice President, Portsmouth
Ann Smith Treasurer, Kensington 
Sam Reid Secretary, Dover
Don Briselden Exeter
Bill Campbell Exeter
Tom Chamberlin Exeter
Bob Eaton Rye
David Kirkpatrick Portsmouth
Scott Marion Rye
Kevin McEneaney Dover
Linda McGivern Rollinsford
Robin Najar Portsmouth
Joan Pratt Exeter
Rick Russman Kingston
Laurie Smith Dover
Emma Tutein Madbury
Ann Welsh Durham

Staff
Zoe Aldag Development and Operations 

Specialist
Isabel Aley Development and 

Communications Manager
Phil Auger Land Manager
Dani Christopher Conservation Easement 

Steward
Deborah Goard Easement Stewardship 

Director
Brian Hart Executive Director
Duane Hyde Land Conservation Director 
Jeremy Lougee Conservation Project 

Manager 
Tracey Miller Communications Specialist 
Bev Shadley Deputy Director 
David Viale Conservation Project Manager

Questions, Comments, Concerns?
To contact the Southeast Land Trust of New 
Hampshire, please call 603.778.6088 or 
email info@seltnh.org.
PO Box 675, Exeter, NH 03833 
Website: www.seltnh.org
The Southeast Land Trust of New Hampshire is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Contributions 
are tax-deductible. 
SELT VIEWS is published quarterly and is the 
newsletter of the Southeast Land Trust of 
New Hampshire. Edited by Isabel Aley. 
Printed on recycled paper.

SELT is proud to be accredited 
by the Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission, an independent 
program of the Land Trust 
Alliance. This accreditation  
seal recognizes land conservation  
organizations that meet national standards 
for excellence, uphold the public trust  
and ensure that conservation efforts  
are permanent. To learn more visit  
www.landtrustaccreditation.org.

Board & Staff

Our public outreach events  
are generously sponsored by  

ReVision Energy! 
Learn more about your options for solar at  

www.revisionenergy.com or call 603.679.1777.

The Impact of Climate Change on NH Wildlife
Wednesday, March 23 · 6–7:30pm 
Local fish and wildlife are already being impacted by the changing climate such as 
too many ticks on our moose to rising water temperatures affecting northern trout 
and coastal shrimp populations. Wildlife biologist, Eric Orff will bring you up to date 
and give you ideas for how we can help turn down the heat on our fish and wildlife. 
Location: Dover Public Library, 73 Locust Street. Register before March 21st. 

Vernal Pool Walk: Frogs, Salamanders, and Shrimp – Oh My!
Saturday, April 23 · 10am–12pm
Explore the hidden life of vernal pools at the Pawtuckaway River Reservation and learn 
about all the fascinating critters that call these unique wetlands their home. SELT Board 
Member and vernal pool enthusiast Emma Carcagno will lead the adventure. Register 
before Friday, April 22nd.

Birding at the Piscassic Greenway
Saturday, May 14 · 6–10am 
Bring your binoculars to our annual birding trip and catch a glimpse of Bobolinks, 
Blue Jays, Brown-headed Cowbirds, Black-capped Chickadees, Belted Kingfishers 
and more! Roger Stephenson and Patience Chamberlin will lead the expedition for 
beginning and intermediate bird watchers. Space is limited to 20 people so register 
ASAP so you don’t miss out! Registration closes on May 13th at noon.  

For a complete calendar of events, please visit www.seltnh.org
We request registration for all events so please let us know you’re coming by 
emailing register@seltnh.org. Suggested donation to attend SELT’s outreach events 
is $5 per person or $10 per family. We hope you’ll join us! 

Upcoming Events
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Formed through the merger of Strafford Rivers Conservancy 
and Southeast Land Trust of NH

Evolution of a New Hampshire Farm. 
see page 4

Piscassic Greenway Turns Ten. 
see page 6

The 6th Annual Wild 
& Scenic Film Festival 
Returns to Portsmouth  
on EARTH DAY 2016!
Friday, April 22, 2016 · 7pm 
The Music Hall Historic Theater,  
28 Chestnut Street, Portsmouth NH

Celebrate Earth Day this year by enjoying a dozen handpicked short 
films, which explore our shared natural world and tell amazing 

stories of the human-nature connection. Last year was a SOLD OUT 
show, so be sure to get your tickets early! Tickets are $18 and available at 
The Music Hall Box Office in the Historic Theater at 28 Chestnut Street, 
Portsmouth. 603.436.2400 or www.themusichall.org. ($5 per ticket 
charge applies to online and phone orders. No extra charge for in person 
or mail orders.) 

We’re looking forward to another wonderful night of films and hope 
you can join us!

FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 2016 7pm  The Music Hall Historic Theater  28 Chestnut Street, Portsmouth, NH
presented by SELT – The Southeast Land Trust of NH

FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 2016 7pm  The Music Hall Historic Theater  28 Chestnut Street, Portsmouth, NH
presented by SELT – The Southeast Land Trust of NH

http://www.themusichall.org

